The  Magazine  o/ Lenoir-Rhyne  University      Spring  2010 


PRDFEJ; ' 


4S^ 


■  k 


olmaz  Institute  to  comba 
^isiting  Wri 


page 


page  8 


page  10 


One  of  the  most  exciting  aspects  of  working  at  a  university 
is  the  opportunity  to  see  our  future  in  the  faces  of 
our  students.  We  watch  them,  and  hopefully  shepherd 
them,  for  four  years  while  they  grow  and  develop.  During 
their  time  at  Lenoir-Rhyne,  their  beliefs  change,  their 
understanding  of  the  world  develops,  and  their  ability 
to  look  analytically  at  the  issues  of  the  world  finds 
new  perspectives.  The  values  they  take  with  them  will 
determine  our  future  because  these  students  are  to  be  the 
next  generation  of  leaders. 

At  Lenoir-Rhyne  today,  we  are  more  conscious  of  looking  to 
the  future  than  at  any  time  in  our  history.  We  continually 
remind  ourselves  of  the  great  heritage  of  this  institution 
and  of  all  the  special  characteristics  that  have  brought 
us  such  a  strong  reputation.  We  want  to  build  on  this 
legacy  because  we  also  are  ever  mindful  of  the  impact 
we  will  have  on  the  future.  We  know  that  we  must  design 
programs  for  tomorrow's  students  and  that  we  must  offer 
services  that  allow  students  to  develop  to  their  fullest 
in  this  complex  global  environment.  We  are  very  aware 
that  an  education  that  prepares  today's  students  for 
tomorrow's  issues  must  engage  them  in  a  learning  process 
that  asks  the  question  "why  not?"  at  every  opportunity. 

In  the  coming  years,  Lenoir-Rhyne  University  will  continue 
to  expand  and  will  unveil  a  series  of  new  programs  to 
supplement  the  highly  successful  ones  that  we  all  have 
enjoyed.  Our  goal  is  to  look  to  the  future  and  provide  the 
best  academic  setting  possible  so  that  L-R  graduates  will 
be  prepared  to  serve  the  complex  society  in  which  we 
live.  This  expansion  initiative  has  already  begun  with  new 
programs  such  as  the  dietetics  internship  program  to  be 
offered  by  the  Solmaz  Obesity  Institute,  as  well  as  the  new 
Master's  of  Public  Health,  both  of  which  will  be  available 
next  year. 

As  you  read  this  edition  of  Profile,  I  encourage  you  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  future.  Let  me  know  if  you  see  it  in 
the  faces  of  our  students  and  in  the  stories  about  events 
at  L-R.  For  homework,  I  ask  you  to  send  me  an  e-mail 
(powellw@lr.edu)  and  tell  me  where  you  see  the  future  in 
these  stories. 

Thank  you  for  joining  with  us  in  building  the  future  we  all 
desire. 

Sincerely, 

Wayne  B.  Powell,  Ph.D. 
President  of  the  University 
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The  cover  shows  an 
architect's  drawing  of 
the  proposed  Science 
Complex.  For  nnore 
details  about  this 
project,  please  turn  to 

page  4.  (All  architectural 
drawings  courtesy  of  Lord, 
Aeck  &  Sargent.) 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  Mission  Statement 


In  pursuit  of  the  development  of  the  whole  person,  Lenoir-Rhyne  University  seeks  to  liberate  mind 
and  spirit,  clarify  personal  faith,  foster  physical  wholeness,  build  a  sense  of  community,  and  promote 
responsible  leadership  for  service  in  the  world. 

As  an  institution  of  the  North  Carolina  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  the 
university  holds  the  conviction  that  wholeness  of  personality,  true  vocation,  and  the  most  useful  service 
to  God  and  the  world  are  best  discerned  from  the  perspective  of  Christian  faith. 

As  a  community  of  learning,  the  university  provides  programs  of  undergraduate,  graduate,  and 
continuing  study  committed  to  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  as  a  foundation  for  a  wide  variety  of  careers 
and  as  guidance  for  a  meaningful  life. 


Lenoir-Rhyne  students  will  benefit  for 
years  to  conne  from  the  construction 

of  a  planned  Science  Complex,  HP  11 

expected  to  cost  $25  million. 


The  first  phase  of  this  project 
will  be  a  35,000-square-foot 
addition  to  Minges  Science 
Building.  The  second  phase  will  be 
a  complete  renovation  of  Minges. 
When  complete,  the  Science 
Complex  will  have  68,000  square 
feet,  more  than  doubling  the  space 
devoted  to  science  education  at 
the  university. 


"This  project  is  a  response 
to  the  crucial  need  for  science 
education  in  Western  North 
Carolina,"  said  Dr.  Wayne  Powell, 
LRU  president.  "We  see  the 
new  Science  Complex  as  having 
a  significant  economic  impact 
on  the  region,  both  through  its 
construction  and  through  its  ability 
to  prepare  more  young  people  in 


In  addition  to  providing  modern 
facilities  for  L-R  students,  the 
project  is  expected  to  promote 
the  economic  development  of  the 
Hickory  region. 


the  area  for  the  jobs  of  the  future. 

The  Lenoir-Rhyne  Board  of 
Trustees  has  designated  the 
Science  Complex  as  its  top 
construction  priority.  Minges  is 


currently  one  of  the  most-used 
buildings  on  campus.  All  L-R 
students  must  take  at  least  three 
science  courses  to  graduate.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  new  Science 
Complex  will  bring  as  many  as  100 
additional  students  to  campus. 

Specialized  classrooms  and 
laboratories  will  provide  space  for 
biology,  chemistry,  physics  and 
conservation  of  natural  resources. 
The  Minges  Science  Building  has 
been  an  icon  of  campus  life  for 
the  past  50  years.  Generations 
of  future  doctors,  nurses  and 
scientists  have  spent  many  long 
hours  in  the  facility. 

The  academic  programs  that 
will  be  housed  in  the  Science 
Complex  include  biology,  chemistry, 
physics  and  conservation  of 
natural  resources.  Preliminary 
plans  also  call  for  a  wetlands  area, 
a  greenhouse  and  an  outdoor 
classroom  next  to  the  Science 
Complex,  which  will  be  used 
in  outreach  programs  for  local 
school  children. 

LRU  plans  to  seek  LEED 
(Leadership  in  Energy  and 
Environmental  Design)  Silver 
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plans 


All  architectural  drawings  by  Lord,  Aeck  &  Sargent. 


Certification  for  tliis  project.  To 
meet  this  standard,  tlie  Science 
Complex  will  include  such 
features  as  passive  solar  design, 
harvesting  of  rainwater  runoff 
for  use  in  irrigation,  water-saving 
plumbing  fixtures,  and  "green" 
building  products  such  as  recycled 
materials. 

J.  Anthony  Rose,  Catawba 
Valley  Medical  Center  president 
and  CEO,  said:  "We  are  pleased 
that  Lenoir-Rhyne  University 
is  preparing  to  launch  the 
construction  and  renovation  of  its 
Science  Complex.  LRU's  healthcare 
graduates  are  and  will  continue  to 
be  a  benefit  to  our  facility  and  the 
patients  we  serve." 


Michael  R.  Blackburn,  CEO 


of  Frye  Regional  Medical  Center, 

said:  "Frye  Regional  Medical 

Center  has  a  longstanding 

relationship  with  Lenoir  Rhyne 

University.  Frye  serves  as  a  clinical 

site  for  more 

than  150 

LRU  nursing 

students 

every  year. 

With  the 

expectation 

of  continued 

growth  of 

nursing  jobs  in  the 

healthcare  sector,  Frye  values  the 

professional,  well-rounded  BSN 

graduates  that  LRU  brings  into  our 


community.  We  are  excited  about 
LRU's  plans  for  renovation  and 
expansion  of  the  Minges  Science 
Building.  It's  a  win-win  proposition 
for  Frye  and  the  Hickory 

metropolitan  area." 


Construction  will  begin 
when  the  needed  funds  are 
raised.  See  pages  6-7  for 

news  about  m^or  gifts  to 

this  project 


The  Science 
Complex  will  also 
allow  Lenoir-Rhyne 
to  educate  more 
science  education 
majors  to  help 
meet  the  growing 
need  for  these 
professionals.  The  Science 
Complex  will  promote  the  latest 
techniques  in  science  education, 
including  team  teaching  and 
learning,  and  will  encourage  the 
growth  of  undergraduate  research.  D3 
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onors 


Bolick  Fo  unda  tion 

The  Bolick  Foundation  of 
Conover,  N.C.,  has  donated 
$750,000  to  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University  in  support  of  the 
planned  Science  Complex. 

Jerome  W.  Bolick  is  the 

manager  of  The  Bolick  Foundation 
and  has  served  on  the  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  Board  of  Trustees  since 
2000.  He  is  president  and  CEO 
of  Southern  Furniture  Co.  of 
Conover,  N.C.  As  a  businessman 
with  a  strong  interest  in  the  local 
community,  Bolick  and  his  family's 
foundation  have  consistently 
supported  Lenoir-Rhyne  projects. 

As  a  volunteer  leader,  he 
has  helped  guide  several  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  projects  to  successful 
completion.  He  served  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees'  Buildings  and 
Grounds  Committee  when  the 
Science  Complex  was  planned. 


to  Science  Complex 


His  foundation  also  contributed  to 
the  construction  of  the  McCrorie 
Center  and  the  renovation  of  the 
Mauney-Schaeffer  Conference  Hall. 

"Education  is  one  of  the 
areas  supported  by  The  Bolick 
Foundation,  and  our  own  local 
Lenoir-Rhyne  University  is  one  of 


the  top  private  higher  education 
institutions  in  the  Southeastern 
United  States,"  he  said.  "As  long 
as  I  can  remember,  my  family. 
Southern  Furniture  Company,  and 
The  Bolick  Foundation  have  been 
supporters  of  Lenoir  Rhyne,  and 
the  current  gift  is  a  continuation  of 
this  support." 

Bolick  is  a  former  member 
of  the  L-R  Board  of  Visitors  and 
is  a  member  of  the  university's 
Piedmont  Educational  Foundation/ 
Bears  Club.  In  2000,  he  was 
named  Business  Leader  of  the 
Year  by  the  L-R  Business  Council. 

He  and  his  wife,  Linda,  are 
also  the  proud  parents  of  Judith 
Bolicl<,  a  current  student  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne.  "We  are  very  pleased  with 
the  education  that  our  daughter  is 
receiving  at  Lenoir-Rhyne,"  he  said. 
"Her  experiences  have  reinforced 
our  commitment  to  helping  the 
university  achieve  even  greater 
success  in  the  future." 


More  tz  Fo  un  da  tion 

The  0.  Leonard  Moretz 
Foundation  Inc.  of  Hickory,  N.C, 
has  donated  $500,000  to  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  University  for  the  new 
Science  Complex. 

George  A.  Moretz 

is  president  of  the 
family  foundation  and 
chairman  of  the  board 
of  Carolina  Mills. 
As  a  business  and 
community  leader,  he 
has  seen  the  impact 
Lenoir-Rhyne  has  had 
on  the  Hickory  area. 

Moretz  has  served 
on  the  L-R  Board  of 
Trustees  for  many 
years.  "I  believe  that 
Lenoir-Rhyne  has  a 

6 


key  role  to  play  in  the  future 
development  of  Western  North 
Carolina,"  he  said.  "Our  future 
economy  will  rely  heavily  on 
jobs  requiring  a  strong  science 
education.  Jobs  related  to  health 
care,  science  education,  advanced 
technology,  and  green  energy  will 
become  even  more 
important  in  the 
future.  In  building 
the  Science 
Complex,  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  is  preparing 
I  the  next  generation 

of  leaders  for  this 
region.  In  addition, 
this  construction 
project  will  have 
a  significant 
economic  impact 
on  the  local 
economy." 


Moretz  is  a  founding  member 
of  the  L-R  Business  Council  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Campaign 
Committee  for  the  renovation  of 
the  Mauney-Schaeffer  Conference 
Hall.  A  room  in  that  building  is 
named  for  the  Moretz  Foundation. 
The  foundation  also  contributed  to 
the  construction  of  the  McCrorie 
Center  and  supports  several 
scholarship  funds  at  the  university. 

The  Moretz  family  and  their 
foundation  have  a  long  history 
of  giving  to  Lenoir-Rhyne.  The 
LRU  Football  Stadium  is  named 
for  George  Moretz's  parents, 
0.  Leonard  and  HeEen  S.  Moretz. 

George  Moretz's  wife,  Carolyn, 
is  a  former  member  of  the  L-R 
Board  of  Visitors  and  received  the 
LRU  Community  Service  Award  in 
2009. 

Spring   i?oio 


Jearld  and  Carolyn  Leonhardt 


Jearld  '69  and  Carolyn  '69 
Leonhardt  of  Newton  have  given 
$750,000  in  support  of  tlie 
Science  Complex. 

Jearld  Leonhardt  is  executive 
vice  president  and  chief  financial 
officer  of  CommScope  Inc.  and 
chair  of  the  Finance  Committee  of 
Lenoir-Rhyne  University's  Board  of 
Trustees.  "Through  several  years 
of  sound  financial  management, 
Lenoir-Rhyne  is  in  a  strong  position 
today  to  create  new  opportunities 
for  students  and  the  Hickory  region 
as  a  whole,"  he  said.  "That's  why 
Carolyn  and  I  wanted  to  support 
the  Science  Complex  at  LRU. 
We  believe  this  much-needed 
facility  will  benefit  generations  of 
students.  We  can  personally  attest 
to  the  importance  of  a  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  education  in  our  own  lives. 
Throughout  my  business  career, 
I  have  seen  the  importance  of 
seizing  major  opportunities  when 
they  present  themselves.  I  believe 


this  project  is  just 
such  an  opportunity." 

Leonhardt  has  helped 
CommScope  grow  into 
a  global  leader  in  the 
production  of  wireless 
infrastructure  equipment 
and  broadband 
connectivity  solutions 
for  communications. 
In  more  than  30  years 
with  the  company,  he 
has  been  CommScope's 
chief  financial  officer  in 
both  private  and  public 
company  structures  and 
involved  in  at  least  25 
separate  acquisitions, 
divestitures  and  mergers. 

Before  joining  the  L-R  Board  of 
Trustees,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Lenoir-Rhyne  Board  of  Visitors  for 
five  years,  serving  as  chairman  in 
2007-2008. 

After  her  graduation  from 


Lenoir-Rhyne,  Carolyn  Leonhardt 
was  a  primary  school  teacher  for 
15  years,  the  last  13  of  which  were 
at  Oxford  Elementary  School  in 
Catawba  County.  She  is  an  active 
volunteer  for  Palliative  Care  Center 
and  Hospice  of  Catawba  County. 


Members  of  the  Catawba  Valley 
Astronomy  Club  recently  volunteered 
their  time  and  expertise  to  refurbish 
the  telescope  in  the  observatory  on 
top  of  Minges  IHall.  The  telescope 
was  originally  purchased  in  1966. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Professors 
Richard  Mazak  and  Charles  Cooke, 
club  members  disassembled  the 
telescope,  cleaned  It.  rebuilt  the 
motor  and  had  the  two  mirrors 
re-silvered.  Club  members  include 
(left  to  hght):  Worth  Pierce.  Richard 
Mazak.  Charles  Cooke.  Bob  Hunt.  Ai 
Hubbard  and  Keith  Proctor. 
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olmaz  Jnstitute 
to  combat  cKildKoo 

obesity 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  lias 
made  a  major  commitment 
toward  reducing  the  healtli  risks 
of  childliood  obesity  through  the 
creation  of  the  Solmaz  Institute  for 
Obesity,  established  with  a  gift  of 
$3  million  from  Gungor  and  Diana 
Solmaz  of  Denver,  N.C.  Gungor 
Solmaz,  a  native  of  Turkey,  is  a 
businessman  who  wanted  to  do 
something  positive  for  his  adopted 
country. 

This  donation  equals  the 
largest  gift  ever  received  by  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  in  support  of  an  academic 
program.  The  previous  largest  gift 
for  an  academic  program  was  $3 
million  given  by  Thomas  W.  Reese 
to  establish  the  Reese  Institute 
for  Conservation  of  Natural 
Resources. 

The  Solmaz  Institute  for  Obesity 
will  work  to  prevent  and  treat 
childhood  obesity  in  the  Catawba 
Valley  region  of  North  Carolina. 
It  will  also  create  an  internship 
program  for  students  seeking  to 
become  registered  dieticians. 


Childhood  obesity  is  recognized 
as  a  significant  health  risk  in  the 
United  States.  Thirty-two  percent 
of  children  in  America  are  either 
overweight  or  obese.  Research  has 
linked  obesity  to  other  diseases, 
such  as  cancer,  heart  disease, 
stroke  and  diabetes.  However, 
society  has  been  slow  to  react  to 
this  emerging  health  crisis. 

The  institute  will  work  with 
local  school  systems  and  social 
service  agencies  to  assist  children 
and  their  families.  The  approach 
of  the  institute  will  be  to  educate 
individuals  about  sound  wellness 
practices,  including  nutrition  and 
exercise. 

Students  and  faculty  members 
in  related  LRU  programs  will 
also  collaborate  with  the  Solmaz 
Institute.  These  existing  programs 
include  nursing,  physical  education, 
health  and  exercise  science,  and 
athletic  training. 

The  institute  will  also  offer  an 
internship  for  students  seeking 
to  become  registered  dieticians. 


This  internship  will  consist  of 
at  least  900  hours  of  supervised 
practice  over  a  period  of  six  to 
24  months.  Students  will  be 
selected  for  the  program  through 
a  national  computer-based  system 
regulated  by  the  American  Dietetics 
Association.  Students  completing 
the  internship  and  meeting  other 
academic  requirements  will  be 
eligible  to  take  the  registered 
dietitian  examination. 

All  students  accepted  into  the 
internship  program  must  have 
received  a  bachelor's  degree 
from  a  U.S.  regionally  accredited 
university  or  college  and  completed 
course  work  approved  by  the 
Commission  on  Accreditation 
for  Dietetics  Education  of  the 
American  Dietetic  Association. 
At  this  time,  Lenoir-Rhyne  does 
not  offer  such  a  degree  program. 
More  information  about  the  steps 
involved  in  becoming  a  registered 
dietitian  is  available  from  the 
American  Dietetics  Association  at 
www.eatright.org.  Q 


''The  approach  of  the  institute  will  be  to  educate  individuals  about  sound 
wellness  practices,  including  nutrition  and  exercise, '' 
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Michelle  King'  Rimer  is  director 


Michelle  King  Rimer  has  been 
selected  as  the  director  of  the  new 
Solnnaz  Institute  for  Obesity. 

In  this  position,  she  will  work 
with  families,  school  districts, 
hospitals  and  other  agencies  to 
help  children  achieve  and  maintain 
a  healthy  weight.  "All  of  my  career 
has  been  based  around  treating 
and  preventing  childhood  obesity," 
she  said.  "This  is  a  dream  job." 

Rimer  holds  a  master's  of 
public  health  and  a  master's  of 
nutrition  from  the  University  of 
Tennessee-Knoxville,  and  has 
completed  a  dietetic  internship. 
She  has  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
dietetics  from  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  Madison.  She  is  a 
registered  dietitian,  a  certified 
professional  food  manager,  and  is 
certified  in  child  and  adolescent 
weight  management. 

She  has  worked  for  more  than 
10  years  in  the  prevention  and 
treatment  of  childhood  obesity, 
including  employment  with  the 
Navajo  Tribe  in  Arizona  and  several 
school  districts  in  Wisconsin.  She 
moved  to  Hickory  from  Mineral 
Point,  Wise,  with  her  husband, 
Matthew,  and  their  two  children, 
Nora  Kate,  4,  and  Nils,  18 
months. 

Obesity  is  a  difficult  problem  to 
address  because  it  is  influenced 
by  a  multitude  of  factors,  including 
genetics,  culture,  lifestyle  and 
available  resources.  For  example, 
some  neighborhoods  have 
limited  access  to  fresh  fruit  and 
vegetables,  although  they  do  have 
many  fast-food  restaurants.  In 
some  communities,  parks  may  not 


Michelle  Rimer,  director  of  the  new 
Solmaz  Institute  for  Obesity,  eats 
a  healthy  lunch  in  the  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University  cafeteria. 

Profile 


be  safe  enough  for  children  to  use. 
Other  neighborhoods  do  not  have 
sidewalks,  discouraging  people 
from  walking.  "We  need  to  create 
communities  that  are  wellness- 
oriented,"  Rimer  said. 

The  Solmaz  Institute  will  have 
a  clinic  to  help  children  and  their 
families.  Services  will  be  provided 
to  families  regardless  of  their 
ability  to  pay.  Rimer  said  it  will  be 
several  months  before  the  clinic 
is  ready  to  start  seeing  its  first 
clients. 

The  Solmaz  Institute  will  also 
provide  an  internship  required 
for  students  wishing  to  become 
licensed  as  registered  dieticians. 


Rimer  said.  The  Solmaz  Institute 
will  provide  a  unique  dietetic 
internship  in  that  it  will  focus  on 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of 
childhood  obesity  in  addition  to 
meeting  the  basic  competencies 
set  forth  by  the  ADA. 

Rimer  said  she  is  now  meeting 
with  people  in  the  Hickory  metro 
who  are  already  working  on 
this  issue.  "Everyone  has  been 
very  excited  and  impressed  by 
Mr.  Solmaz's  generosity,"  she 
said.  "They  see  Lenoir-Rhyne 
as  a  place  that  really  supports 
the  community.  This  is  another 
example  of  L-R's  commitment  to 
serving  our  community."  E3 
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Dr.  Rand  Brandes, 

founder  and  director 
of  the  Visiting  Writers  j 
Series,  sliows  some 
of  tile  bool<s  written  by] 
Butliors  in  the  series.  ■* 
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Lenoir-Rhyne  University  lias 
received  a  commitment  of  $1.7 
million  to  endow  the  university's 
highly  regarded  Visiting  Writers 
Series. 

The  endowment  will  be  given 
through  a  planned  gift  from  the 
estate  of  an  anonymous  donor. 
This  gift  will  provide  permanent 
support  for  the  series,  which  is 
now  in  its  21st  year. 

"The  Visiting  Writers  Series 
is  one  of  the  premier  cultural 
programs  in  the  South,"  said 
Dr.  Wayne  Powell,  Lenoir-Rhyne 
president.  "The  commitment  of  this 
donor  ensures  that  we  will  always 
have  the  funding  to  bring  to  Hickory 
the  writers  who  inspire  our  minds 
and  challenge  our  intellects." 

Dr.  Rand  Brandes,  who  has 

directed  the  series  since  its 
beginning,  said  the  endowment 
will  allow  Lenoir-Rhyne  to  plan  for 
future  programming,  including 
expansion  of  the  series  and 
related  events. 


between  Lenoir-Rhyne  University 
and  a  community-based  Visiting 
Writers  Steering  Committee.  Unlike 
many  other  programs  of  this  kind, 
the  L-R  series  has  never  charged 
admission  for  the  author  readings. 

The  L-R  VWS  is  acclaimed  for 
the  quality  and  diversity  of  the 
writers  it  brings  to  Hickory.  But 
Brandes  sees  even  greater  things 
for  the  future.  A  new,  twice-yearly 
literary  journal  is  being  planned. 

The  first  issue,  planned  for 
the  fall  of  2010,  will  be  devoted 
to  poets  associated  with  Black 
Mountain  College,  the  experimental 
N.C.  college  (1933-1957)  that 
emphasized  the  role  of  arts  in  a 
liberal  education.  In  the  summer  of 
2010,  the  VWS  will  host  a  three- 
day  festival  for  college  students 
that  will  be  based  on  the  Black 
Mountain  College  arts  experience. 
In  2008,  the  VWS  collaborated 


The  goal  of  the  Visiting 
Writers  Series  has  been 
to  offer  the  best  possible 
programming  to  develop  and 
support  a  community  of  readers. 
"Our  donor  has  been  involved 
with  the  Visiting  Writers  Series  for 
many  years  and  values  reading 
as  a  central  part  of  a  liberal  arts 
education,"  Brandes  said.  "Having 
a  vibrant  Visiting  Writers  Series 
generates  excitement  about 
reading.  It  also  encourages  our 
students  and  the  surrounding 
community  to  develop  a  habit  of 
lifelong  reading  and  learning." 

Brandes  is  a  poet,  Martin 
Luther  Stevens  Professor  of 
English,  and  Writer-in-Residence. 
He  gives  much  of  the  credit  for  the 
series'  success  to  the  partnership 
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''The  Visiting  Writers  Series 
is  one  of  tiie  premier  cuiturai 
programs  in  ttie  Soutii/' 

with  the  Black  Mountain  College 
Museum  -i-  Arts  Center  and  the 
Hickory  Museum  of  Art  to  present 
"The  Spirit  of  Black  Mountain 
College,"  a  festival  celebrating  the 
75th  anniversary  of  the  college. 

Over  the  years,  the  series 
has  hosted  such  literary  greats 
as  Nobel  Prize-winning  poet 
and  translator  Seamus  Heaney, 
novelist  John  Updike,  and  novelist 
and  historian  Shelby  Foote.  Other 
authors  have  included  Frank 
McCourt,  Alice  Walker,  Frank 
DeFord  and  Pat  Conroy.  All  writers 
participate  in  a  question-and- 
answer  session  with  Lenoir-Rhyne 
students. 


Each  year,  there  is  a  Visiting- 
Writer-in-Residence,  who  teaches 
one  or  more  classes  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne.  The  VWS  has  had  a 
tradition  of  inviting  many  authors 
early  in  their  careers  who  later 
achieved  great  success.  For 
example,  Billy  Collins  was  a 
Visiting-Writer-in-Residence  who 
later  returned  to  Lenoir-Rhyne 
while  he  was  serving  as  U.S.  Poet 
Laureate.  Kay  Stripling  Byers  was 
a  Visiting-Writer-in-Residence  who 
later  became  N.C.  Poet  Laureate. 
"We  try  to  consider  the  quality  of 
the  work,  not  just  the  fame  of  the 
author,  in  selecting  our  Visiting 
Writers,"  Brandes  said. 

The  L-R  VWS  has  had  a  long 
tradition  of  collaborating  with  other 
community  organizations,  including 
libraries,  schools,  museums, 
hospitals,  the  African-American 
Cultural  Center,  Centro  Latino  and 

the  United  Hmong  Association. 

Five  years  ago,  the  VWS 
helped  create  The  BIG  Read, 
a  community-wide  reading 
initiative  that  encourages 
everyone  in  Catawba  County 
to  read  a  single  book  and 
then  brings  the  author  of  that 
book  to  Hickory.  This  initiative  is 
a  collaboration  between  Lenoir- 
Rhyne.  Catawba  Valley  Community 
College,  Hickory  Public  Library  and 
the  Catawba  County  Library  System. 

For  the  past  four  years,  the 
VWS  and  the  L-R  School  of 
Education  have  sponsored  The 
Little  Read,  a  program  through 
which  area  elementary  children 
study  a  specific  book  by  an  author. 
The  culmination  of  the  program 
is  a  visit  from  the  children's 
author.  What's  next?  Brandes 
said  he  would  like  to  secure  an 
endowment  for  The  Little  Read.      Q 
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After  months  of  planning  and 
renovation,  the  Lawrence  and 
Frances  IVIauney  Lohr  Learning 
Commons  is  now  open  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  Rudisill  Library 
at  Lenoir-Rhyne  University.  The 
Learning  Commons  is  named 
in  memory  of  the  benefactors 
who  funded  a  majority  of  the 
construction  costs. 

"This  new  facility  consolidates 
several  offices  and  services  that 
deepen  in-class  learning  and 
extend  the  learning  experience  into 
the  world  beyond,"  said  Leonard 
Geddes  '98,  M.A.  '06,  coordinator 
of  the  Learning  Commons  and 
director  of  co-curricular  programs. 

The  Learning  Commons  covers 
approximately  7,000  square  feet 
on  the  library's  second  floor.  It 
includes  a  general  study  area  with 
large  arched  windows  overlooking 
the  wooded  campus  quadrangle. 
This  study  area  has  received  a 
make-over  with  new  furniture  and 
carpet. 

The  Learning  Commons  also 


includes  a  newly  enhanced  Writing 
Center,  an  Education  Curriculum 
Lab,  a  Mathematics  and  Computer 
Science  Tutorial  Lab,  a  Speech 
Preparation  Lab  and  a  general 
computer  classroom. 

Existing  offices  that  have 
moved  to  the  new  location 
include  the  Office  of  International 
Education,  the  Community  Service 
and  Service  Learning  Office, 
and  the  Office  for  Co-Curricular 
Programs.  Information  Technology 
services,  which  previously  occupied 
part  of  this  space,  has  moved  to 
the  former  International  House  on 
campus. 

The  newly  created  Office  of 
General  Education  will  also  be 
located  in  the  Learning  Commons. 
This  office,  led  by  Dr.  Paul  Custer, 
associate  professor  of  history  and 
director  of  general  education,  will 
be  responsible  for  implementing 
the  newly  adopted  core  curriculum 
as  well  as  seeking  to  continually 
improve  the  general  education 
program  for  students.  The  core 


curriculum  refers  to  the  courses 
that  all  students  must  pass  before 
graduation. 

Students  may  seek  individual 
tutoring  through  the  Learning 
Commons.  Ongoing  learning 
strategies  workshops  will  help  all 
students  sharpen  their  study  skills. 

LRU  faculty  members  will 
be  able  to  use  the  new  Faculty 
Teaching  and  Learning  Center 
in  the  Learning  Commons.  This 
center  will  provide  resources 
supporting  teaching  innovation  and 
improvements. 

"This  one-stop  shop  approach 
is  becoming  increasingly  popular 
in  higher  education,  as  campuses 
realize  the  benefits  of  making 
all  of  these  services  more 
conveniently  and  centrally  located," 
said  Dr.  Larry  Hall,  L-R  provost. 
"I  think  it  will  promote  greater 
use  of  the  services  we  provide 
students,  and  enhance  the  work  of 
students  inside  and  outside  of  the 
classroom."  B 


limping  to  the  head  of  the  class 


Isaac  Smith,  a  senior  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  spent  last  summer  in 
Panama  studying  the  red-eyed  tree 
frog. 

Smith,  who  is  from  Boone,  N.C., 
was  one  of  four  interns  chosen  to 
work  with  the  Smithsonian  Tropical 
Research  Institute.  He  worked 
on  a  project  sponsored  through  a 
grant  from  the  National  Science 
Foundation,  given  to  Dr.  Karen 
Warkentin  of  Boston  University 
and  Dr.  James  Vonesh  of  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University. 
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Smith  is  majoring  in  biology, 
chemistry  and  Spanish.  His  biology 
professors  encouraged  him  to 
apply  for  a  number  of  summer 
research  opportunities.  "I  knew 
I  was  interested  in  conducting 
ecological  research  in  a  Latin 
American  country,  and  this 
internship  was  the  right  fit  for  me 
because  it  allowed  me  to  combine 
my  passion  for  science  with  my 
love  of  Spanish,"  he  said. 

Red-eyed  tree  frogs  are  found  in 
rainforests  from  southern  Mexico 
to  northern  Colombia.  Smith  said 
the  research  project  is  trying  to 
answer  some  of  the  questions 
associated  with  complex  lifecycles 
and  specifically  looks  at  what 
factors  influence  why  animals 
switch  from  one  life  stage  to  the 
next. 

While  in  Panama,  Smith  also 
conducted  his  own  research  by 


growing  frogs  under  different 
conditions.  His  project  was 
designed  to  study  how  different 
food  treatments  affect  community 
structure,  productivity  and 
development  of  the  frogs. 

"This  summer  has  been  great 
because  it  has  given  me  the 
opportunity  to  pursue  my  interests 
in  ecological  research  and  really 
experience  life  as  a  research 
scientist,"  he  said.  "It  has  opened 
my  eyes  to  the  world  of  science  — 
the  good  and  the  bad  —  and  has 
taught  me  how  to  think  around  the 
problems  that  inevitably  come  with 
working  in  the  field.  Science  makes 
you  think  independently,  which  is 
something  that  is  often  hard  to 
replicate  in  a  classroom  setting. 
This  internship  has  given  me  a 
broader  view  of  the  academic  world 
and  helped  improve  my  ingenuity. "GJ 
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Bethany  Hickman,  a  junior  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne,  participated  in  an  art 
therapy  internship  last  semester 
at  Broughton  Hospital,  a  state 
psychiatric  hospital  in  Morganton, 
N.C. 

That  isn't  unusual.  What  is  out 
of  the  ordinary  is  that  Hickman 
and  the  clients  she  worked  with 
are  deaf.  Hickman,  from  Maryville, 
Tenn.,  uses  a  sign  language 
interpreter  to  communicate  with 
most  people.  At  Broughton, 
she  communicated  directly 
with  her  clients  using  American 
Sign  Language.  Robert  Winter, 
professor  of  art  at  Lenoir-Rhyne, 
said  that  having  a  deaf  student 


participate  in  an  internship  with 
deaf  clients  is  a  first  in  his  28 
years  at  Lenoir-Rhyne. 

Hickman  is  majoring  in  human 
and  community  service  and 
minoring  in  art  therapy.  After 
graduation,  she  plans  to  earn  a 
master's  degree  in  counseling 
with  the  goal  of  becoming  a  school 
counselor. 

She  traveled  to  the  state 
hospital  twice  a  week  and  worked 
with  two  clients.  After  each 
session,  she  analyzed  the  clients' 
work  and  met  with  her  professor. 
"When  I  came  in,  I  gave  them  a 
paper  and  pencil  and  a  prompt 


(about  what  to  draw).  Then  we 
talked  about  it,"  she  said  through 
an  interpreter.  "Basically,  it's  a  way 
they  express  themselves  through 
drawing.  Sometimes  art  can  help 
a  person  heal  or  understand  a 
circumstance  or  situation." 

Connie  King,  program  director 
for  deaf  services  at  Broughton, 
supervised  Hickman's  work 
at  the  hospital.  King  said  the 
patients  were  very  pleased.  "They 
loved  that  they  could  directly 
communicate  and  didn't  have  to 
use  an  interpreter,"  she  said.  "It 
was  exciting  to  watch  Bethany  work 
with  our  patients  with  this  new  and 
creative  approach."  B 


ji  their  own  language 


Yellow  Ribbon 
Program  helps 
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Bryan  McNees  is  getting  a 
new  start  in  life  at  Lenoir-Rliyne 
University,  tlianks  to  the  Yellow 
Ribbon  Progrann  for  veterans. 

This  new  program  is  part  of 
the  Post-911  Gl  Bill.  It  provides 
financial  aid  for  veterans  who  nneet 
certain  requirements,  or  their 
dependents. 

McNees  grew  up  in  a  small 
Kentucky  town,  and  enrolled  in 
the  University  of  Kentucky.  After 
completing  a  year  of  college, 
McNees  opted  to  join  the  Army, 
something  he  had  considered 
doing  for  a  long  time.  He  was 
promoted  to  staff  sergeant  in 
the  82nd  Airborne  Division  and 
deployed  to  Iraq. 

On  Sept.  1,  2006,  he  was 
conducting  a  mission  in  the  small, 
dusty  town  of  Yusufiyah,  in  the 
region  sometimes  called  "The 
Triangle  of  Death."  A  mortar  round 
exploded  nearby,  injuring  McNees 
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and  seven  other  members  of  his 
unit,  as  well  as  killing  the  solider 
next  to  him. 

McNees,  who  was  24  at 
the  time,  spent  two  months  in 
Walter  Reed  Army  Medical  Center 
receiving  treatment  for  burns  as 
well  as  injuries  to  his  feet,  legs, 
hand  and  neck.  "It's  a  shock 
when  something  of  this  magnitude 
happens,  because  it  completely 
rearranges  your  life,"  he  said. 

He  later  returned  to  Ft.  Bragg, 
N.C.,  to  continue  his  recovery. 
It  took  a  year  of  treatment  and 
surgeries  for  McNees  to  regain  his 
ability  to  walk.  During  that  time,  he 
earned  an  associate  of  arts  degree 
by  taking  online  classes  from 
Fayetteville  Technical  Community 
College. 

He  underwent  his  final  surgery 
in  late  2008  and  was  medically 
retired  from  the  Army  in  August 
2009.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah, 


and  their  two  children.  Gage.  5. 
and  Jake,  18  months,  moved  to 
Statesville  to  be  near  her  parents. 
Realizing  he  would  have  to  prepare 
for  a  new  career.  McNees  enrolled 
at  Lenoir-Rhyne.  The  Post-911  Gl 
Bill  and  Yellow  Ribbon  Program 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  attend 
virtually  free  of  charge. 

McNees.  now  27.  feels  he 
is  on  his  way.  working  toward  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  economics. 
After  graduating,  he  plans  to 
become  a  lawyer  so  he  can  help 
military  families  who  are  struggling 
with  some  of  the  same  issues  he 
and  his  family  have  faced. 

He  said  his  military  training 
taught  him  time-management 
and  goal-setting  skills.  It's  easier 
to  concentrate  on  classes  now 
than  when  he  was  18.  "It's  more 
of  an  opportunity  now.  instead 
of  something  you  just  take  for 
granted,"  he  said.  E9 
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Two  Lenoir-Rhyne  students 
grew  an  organic  vegetable  garden 
on  campus  this  fall,  and  shared 
some  of  the  produce  with  Hickory 
residents  in  need. 

Matt  Cochran,  a  junior  music 
education  major  from  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  and  Lenny  Dinardo,  a 

senior  nursing  student  from 
Hendersonville,  N.C.,  are  both 
resident  assistants  (RA's)  in  the 
Living-Learning  Center.  Both  had 
previous  experience  in  gardening 
and  an  interest  in  sustainable 
living. 

They  had  to  submit  a  written 
proposal  explaining  what 
they  would  do,  who  would  be 
responsible  for  the  garden. 


and  how  the  produce  would  be 
distributed. 

Then  they  obtained  donated 
supplies  from  Lowe's  Home 
Improvement  Store  and  Bethlehem 
Nursery  and  Greenhouse.  The 
hardest  part  of  the  project  was 
digging  up  the  plot  with  a  borrowed 
tiller.  The  other  students  in  the 
residence  hall  helped  plant  the 
garden  and  tend  it  throughout  the 
semester. 

"We  used  it  as  a  teaching 
angle,"  Dinardo  said.  "There's  a  lot 
more  that  you  can  do  for  exercise 
beside  running  on  a  treadmill."  He 
added,  "We  don't  really  like  the 
idea  of  buying  broccoli  from  China. 
If  we're  going  to  get  ourselves  out 


of  this  recession,  we're  going  to 
have  to  be  more  self-reliant." 

In  addition  to  avoiding 
transportation  costs  and 
associated  pollution,  locally 
grown  food  is  also  more  nutritious 
because  it  can  be  left  to  ripen  on 
the  vine  instead  of  being  harvested 
weeks  before  it  matures. 

The  students  grew  cabbage, 
broccoli,  lettuce,  collard  greens 
and  cauliflower.  They  gave  the 
vegetables  to  students  and  staff 
who  helped  on  the  project.  Some 
were  also  given  to  Greater  Hickory 
Cooperative  Christian  Ministries  for 
distribution  to  people  in  need.        Q 
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Dr.  Kathryn  "Katie"  Pattlllo 
Fisher  has  been  named  dean  of 
students  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  University 
following  a  nationwide  search. 

Fisher,  a  resident  of  Hickory, 
holds  a  doctorate  of  education  in 
higher  education  administration 
and  a  master  of  education  degree 
in  educational  leadership  from 
Auburn  University.  She  also  holds  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  physics 
from  Agnes  Scott  College. 

Fisher  served  as  assistant 
professor  and  chairperson  of  the 
School  of  Education  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  from  2002  to  2006.  She 
continued  to  serve  as  an  adjunct 
professor  in  that  area  from  2006- 


2009.  She  was  named  interim 
dean  of  students  at  LRU  in  May. 

Prior  to  working  at  L-R,  Fisher 
was  director  of  public  programs  at 
Catawba  Science  Center  in  Hickory 
from  1998  to  2002.  She  was 
employed  in  the  area  of  student 
housing  and  residence  life  at 
Auburn  University  from  1993  to 
1998.  She  has  also  worked  as  a 
science  teacher  and  soccer  and 
volleyball  coach  at  Pace  Academy 
in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

She  is  married  to  Dr.  Jeremy 
Fisher  '88,  director  of  public  and 
institutional  finance  at  RBC  Bank. 
They  have  three  children:  William, 
10;  Samuel,  8;  and  Gracie.  4. 


Nursing  students  Kara  Ann  Bogus  and  John  Hugh  Wallace,  both  of  Hickory,  practice  their  skills  on  SIM  Man.  a 
computerized  mannequin  recently  acquired  by  Lenoir-Rhyne  University's  School  of  Nursing.  The  high-tech  mannequin  can 
be  programmed  to  simulate  different  diseases.  Students  can  take  his  blood  pressure,  listen  to  his  vital  signs  and  assess 
his  condition.  The  educational  tool,  which  cost  approximately  $42,000.  was  purchased  with  part  of  a  larger  grant  from  the 
Charles  A.  Cannon  Charitable  Trusts. 
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adds  Men^s 

Swiinming  Team 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  lias 
announced  the  addition  of  men's 
swimming  as  an  intercollegiate 
sport  for  the  2010-11  academic 
year.  The  addition  of  men's 
swimming  brings  the  total  number 
of  intercollegiate  sports  at  L-R  to 
20. 

Current  Lenoir-Rhyne  Head 
Women's  Swimming  Coach  Paul 
Schiffel  will  assume  the  duties  as 
head  coach  of  the  men's  swimming 
program  and  will  officially  become 
L-R's  director  of  intercollegiate 
swimming. 

"With  the  success  that  the 


(L-R)  Women's  Swimming  Team 
has  had  over  the  past  three  years, 
the  addition  of  the  men's  program 
completes  the  missing  link,"  said 
Schiffel.  "Lenoir-Rhyne  will  now 
have  a  competitive  swim  program. 
This  will  enhance  recruiting, 
scheduling  and  performance  for 
both  teams." 

The  Bears'  Women's  Swimming 
Team  is  in  its  third  year  of 
competition  and  will  see  its  allotted 
number  of  scholarships  increase 
from  one  to  two  in  2010-11  while 
the  men's  program  will  start  with 
one  full  athletic  scholarship. 


April  DeRienzis  of  Granite  Falls  is  a  member  of  the  new 
Equestrian  Team  at  Lenoir-Riiyne.  The  team  is  a  "club 
sport"  that  does  not  offer  scholarships. 

i8 


J^questrian  Team 
J2d  started 

Lenoir-Rhyne  University  has  a  new  Equestrian  Team 
this  year  that  competes  in  the  Intercollegiate  Dressage 
Association.  The  university  has  also  begun  offering 
horsemanship  classes  for  the  first  time  in  many  years, 
and  has  formed  an  Equestrian  Club. 

Last  spring,  the  university  offered  Beginning 
Horseback  Riding  as  a  wellness  class.  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University  students  may  take  two  wellness  classes  as 
one  of  their  options  to  complete  their  healthful  living 
graduation  requirements.  Dr.  Katherine  Pasour,  dean 
of  the  College  of  Health  Sciences  and  professor  of 
Health,  Exercise  and  Sport  Science,  said  she  began 
the  Equestrian  Club  program  at  the  suggestion  of  L-R 
student  Sarah  Brown.  After  an  organizational  meeting, 
there  was  enough  interest  to  begin  an  Equestrian  Club, 
which  meets  monthly.  From  the  20-plus  students  in  the 
club,  a  group  of  eight  was  interested  in  competing  at 
the  intercollegiate  level. 

Dressage  is  an  Olympic  sport  that  emphasizes  the 
horse's  obedience  to  the  rider's  commands,  conveyed 
through  a  series  of  often-subtle  body  movements.  In 
the  competition,  called  a  "test,"  the  horse  is  required 
to  perform  prescribed  maneuvers  at  a  certain  time 
under  the  direction  of  the  rider. 

S  PRI N  G     2  O  I  O 


LR 


sets  enrollment 

record 


Despite  the  poor  economy, 
Lenoir-Rhyne  University  set  an 
enrollment  record  this  year,  with 
1,682  students.  The  previous 
record  was  set  in  1989  with  1,681 
students. 

This  fall's  enrollment  increased 
by  117  students  (7.5  percent) 
compared  to  last  year,  when  1,565 
students  registered  for  classes. 
More  than  600  new  students  led 
to  the  record-breaking  year.  The 
Office  of  Enrollment  Management 
exceeded  its  expectations  by  more 
than  50  full-time  students. 

"We  were  concerned  about  the 
economy  and  how  it  might  affect 
our  enrollment,"  said  Rachel 
Nichols  '90,  vice  president  for 
enrollment  management.  "We 
addressed  the  situation  head- 


on.  We  worked  hard  with  our 
prospective  students  and  parents 
to  match  our  resources  to  their 
needs." 

Because  of  several  years  of 
careful  financial  management, 
the  university  was  in  a  better 
position  than  many  to  weather  the 
economic  downturn.  As  a  result, 
L-R  did  not  reduce  the  amount  of 
financial  aid  it  awarded  this  year. 

The  university  has  also 
reorganized  the  enrollment 
process  so  that  the  student  has 
one  counselor  who  works  with  him 
or  her  through  all  aspects  of  the 
process  —  from  admissions  to 
financial  aid  to  helping  with  class 
registration. 

The  L-R  Office  of  Marketing  and 
Communications,  which  is  a  part 


of  Enrollment  Management,  led  a 
yearlong  campaign  following  the 
name  change  from  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College  to  Lenoir-Rhyne  University 
in  August  2008.  The  campaign 
used  the  theme  of  "rise  up," 
encouraging  students  to  "rise"  to 
the  challenge.  "We're  not  asking 
students  to  come  here  to  be 
comfortable,"  Nichols  said.  "We're 
asking  them  to  come  here  to  be 
challenged." 

In  addition,  the  marketing  effort 
has  embraced  new  technologies, 
including  enhanced  use  of 
Facebook  and  Twitter,  increased 
use  of  online  videos,  a  redesigned 
Web  site,  and  the  opportunity 
for  online  chat  with  enrollment 
counselors. 


Karen  Feezor  '84,  director  of  admissions,  and  Stacey  Brackett,  director  of  student  success  and  retention/associate 
director  of  enrollment  management,  jump  into  the  fountain  in  front  of  Lohr  Hall  in  celebration  of  meeting  their  enrollment 
goals  for  the  year. 


r.  Lowell  Ashman  dies 

unexpecte 


"The  truly  educated  never 
graduate!!"  read  one  of  the 
many  sayings  taped  to  Dr.  Lowell 
Ashman's  office  door.  Ashman, 
professor  of  political  science  at 
L-R  since  1975,  exemplified  that 
philosophy,  staying  active  and 
involved  with  his  students  until  he 
died  while  at  work  Oct.  7,  2009. 

Ashman,  72,  was  one  of 
the  university's  most  popular 
professors.  He  held  bachelor's  and 


master's  degrees  from  Brigham 
Young  University,  and  a  doctorate 
from  the  University  of  Utah. 

He  was  named  L-R 
Distinguished  Professor  of  the 
Year  in  1977,  and  the  Hacawa  was 
dedicated  to  him  in  1997.  He  had 
advised  the  university's  Model  UN 
team  since  joining  L-R.  Before  each 
election,  his  students  conducted 
a  poll  of  residents  in  the  Hickory 
area.  They  also  organized  an 
election-watch  party  in  the  Cromer 
Center  for  the  campus  community. 

When  L-R  posted  his  obituary 
online,  90  students,  alumni  and 
colleagues  left  condolences.  Many 
commented  on  his  enthusiasm  for 
teaching,  his  warm  smile  and  his 
care  for  his  students'  welfare. 

"There  was  no  possibility  that 
you  could  have  come  into  contact 
with  him  and  not  been  influenced," 
wrote  Lindsay  Houk  Frye  '07.  "He 

was  one  of  the  smartest  men  I 
have  ever  known,  yet  still  somehow 
the  most  humble.  He  knew  more 
about  any  subject  and  could 
take  over  any  conversation,  yet 
somehow  you  felt  intellectual  when 
he  was  around." 


Nick  Jenkins  '04  wrote:  "I 
don't  think  a  student  set  foot  on 
this  campus  over  the  past  30 
years  who  wasn't  touched  by  the 
life  and  character  of  Dr.  Ashman. 
Doc,  as  some  of  us  called  him, 
was  more  than  a  professor;  he 
was  the  epitome  of  education  —  a 
man  who  strived  to  know  more, 
while  encouraging  others  to  do  the 
same." 

Erika  Wooten,  a  current 
student,  wrote:  "I  had  Dr.  Ashman 
for  three  classes  including 
Model  UN.  He  was  my  all-time 
favorite  teacher.  He  had  a  great 
enthusiasm  for  all  that  he  taught, 
and  he  always  had  this  huge 
smile  on  his  face.  It's  his  smile  I'll 
remember  most." 

Eric  Kirby  '81  wrote:  "He 
represented  everything  that  is 
grand  and  noble  about  the  liberal 
tradition."  Ashman  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  eight  children  and 
21  grandchildren.  Memorial  gifts 
may  be  made  to  the  Model  U.N. 
Program  at  L-R  by  contacting  Vickie 
Eckard  '97  at  828-328-7336  or 
eckardv@lr.edu. 


Joshua  Anderson  receives  the 
fourth  annual  N.C.  Campus  Compact 
Community  Impact  Student  Award 
from  Dr.  Lisa  Keyne,  N.C.  Campus 
Compact  executive  director  (left)  and 
Stacey  Knotts,  Sylva  counselperson 
(right).  Anderson,  a  senior,  spends 
much  of  his  time  serving  with  Push 
America  and  the  YMCA.  Last  summer 
he  participated  in  the  Journey  of 
Hope,  a  cross-country  cycling  trip 
that  raised  over  $750,000  for  people 
with  disabilities.  Anderson  served  as 
the  trip's  historian,  documenting  the 
trip  and  working  long  hours  to  ensure 
the  organization 's  message  was 
conveyed  across  the  country. 
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rofessor  releases 

music  CD 


Dr.  John  Cheek,  associate  dean  for  faculty 
development  and  professor  of  music,  has  released  a 
new  CD  titled  "The  99  Beautiful  Names  of  God." 

The  composer  is  J.  Mark  Scearce,  director  of  the 
music  department  at  N.C.  State  University.  The  title 
refers  to  the  names  by  which  Muslims  regard  God. 
Cheek  commented  that  this  music  for  solo  piano  "aims 
to  heal  and  give  the  listener  some  soul  time:  intimate, 
respectful  ruminations  on  the  Godhead  or  visions 
of  Almighty  Power."  The  CD  is  available  from  Albany 
Records  or  amazon.com. 


L 


enoir- 


-JDhyne  partners  with 
J\.    ^        ^  Christi 


new 
an  high 


school 


students  of  the  newly 
established  University  Christian 
High  School  will  be  attending 
classes  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  University 
within  the  next  few  years,  thanks 
to  a  local  partnership  of  Lutheran 
schools. 

LRU,  Concordia  Christian  Day 
School  and  St.  Stephens  Lutheran 
School  are  partnering  in  this  new 
high  school,  which  opened  this  fall 


with  nine  ninth-grade  students. 

Plans  are  for  the  school  to 
meet  on  the  Concordia  Christian 
Day  School  campus  for  two  years 
until  it  obtains  a  permanent 
residence  near  Lenoir-Rhyne. 
Students  from  the  new  high  school 
will  take  some  university  classes  at 
LRU  their  junior  and  senior  years. 
As  a  result,  these  students  will  be 
able  to  graduate  from  high  school 


with  as  many  as  30  hours  of 
college  credit. 

The  private  high  school's  tuition 
will  cover  both  high  school  and  LRU 
classes  and  give  students  access 
to  L-R's  gym.  library,  athletic  fields 
and  other  facilities.  University 
Christian  High  School,  which  is 
governed  by  an  association  of 
Lutheran  churches,  is  open  to  all 
students  in  the  community. 


Visiting  Writer  Paula  Vogel  gestures  as  stie  answers 
questions  from  the  audience  following  a  Playmakers 
production  of  her  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  play  "How  I 
Learned  to  Drive. "  The  Playmakers  performed  her 
play  "The  Baltimore  Waltz"  earlier  in  the  semester. 
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T^raternity  honored 

Theta  Xi  Fraternity  has  recognized  the 
Lenoir-Rhyne  University  chapter  (Kappa 
Omicron)  as  an  All  True  Men  chapter. 
The  All  True  Men  designation  recognizes 
the  demonstrated  commitment  of  the 
members  of  a  local  chapter  to  live  out 
the  fraternity's  core  historic  values  of 
leadership,  brotherhood,  scholarship 
and  service.  In  addition,  they  have  made 
a  commitment  to  embrace  a  set  of 
expectations  that  are  beyond  those  of 
other  chapters. 
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"D  etired  pastor  donates  crosses 
XV  ^  to  LRU 


Dr.  Andrew  Weisner  (left),  campus  pastor,  talks  with  the  Rev.  Stanley  Stiver, 

who  recently  donated  part  of  his  large  cross  collection  to  LRU. 


The  Rev.  Stanley  Stiver,  88, 

a  retired  Lutheran  pastor,  has 
donated  much  of  his  extensive 
cross  collection  to  Lenoir-Rhyne. 
Some  of  the  crosses  will  be 
displayed  in  the  new  campus 
chapel  when  it  is  built. 

Stiver  has  been  collecting 


crosses  from  throughout  the 
world  for  the  past  50  years.  His 
collection  eventually  grew  to  more 
than  1,000  crosses  mounted  on 
display  boards.  He  estimates  he 
gave  at  least  300  presentations 
to  local  civic  groups  about  his 
collection  and  the  history  of 


crosses. 

He  talked  to  thousands  more 
when  he  displayed  his  collection  at 
the  Southern  Christmas  Show  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  for  15  years. 

Stiver  began  his  collection 
after  a  parishioner  at  his  first 
church  gave  him  two  crosses.  In 
1959,  he  and  his  family  moved 
to  Claremont,  N.C.,  where  he 
served  as  pastor  of  St.  Mark's 
Lutheran  Church  for  33  years.  He 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  vacationed  in 
30  European  countries  over  the 
years.  Everywhere  they  went,  he 
added  to  his  collection.  Most  of 
the  crosses  are  not  expensive,  but 
they  symbolize  the  unique  designs 
made  in  different  locations. 

In  December  2009,  Stiver 
retired  from  his  latest  job,  as 
visitation  pastor  of  St.  Andrew's 
Lutheran  Church  in  Hickory. 
When  he  and  his  wife  moved  to 
a  retirement  home,  he  realized 
he  would  not  have  room  for  his 
collection. 

He  has  given  parts  of  his 
collection  to  several  local 
organizations  where  he  hopes  the 
crosses  will  serve  as  an  inspiration 
to  others. 


Visiting  Writer  Richard  Rodriguez 

(left)  is  interviewed  by  Dr.  Eric 
Schramm,  professor  of  Spanish. 
Rodriguez,  the  son  of  IVIexican 
immigrants,  is  the  author  of  "Days 
of  Obligation:  An  Argument  with 
My  Mexican  Father"  and  former 
essayist  on  the  PBS  "NewsHour. " 
This  presentation  was  part  of  the 
first  "Best  of  LRU"  program  that 
featured  the  work  and  expertise  of 
L-R  professors. 
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Lenoir-Rhyne  University's  College 
Fed  Challenge  team  placed  second 
in  this  year's  Charlotte  Branch 
competition.  This  is  the  first  year  L-R 
has  entered  a  team  in  the  economics 
competition.  Here,  team  members 
meet  with  Matthew  Martin,  senior 
vice  president  and  Charlotte  regional 
executive  for  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  of  Richmond.  Martin  spoke  at 
the  university's  Fall  Forum  and  later 
met  with  LRU  students.  From  left  to 
right  are  Josh  Carter,  Will  Moseley, 
Matthew  Martin,  Tony  Campos 
(holding  the  team 's  award  plaque), 
Brad  McClaugherty  and  Jamie 
O'Briant.  Dr.  Mary  Lesser,  visiting 
professor  of  economics,  was  the 
team  coach. 


T_JD   iop^  i^  community  service 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  has 
achieved  the  highest  level  of 
participation  in  the  state  in  the  NC- 
ACTS  Program,  which  encourages 
community  service  among  college 
students. 


The  university  was  awarded  spots 
for  40  participants  this  year,  based 
on  its  participation  last  year.  This 
year,  40  Lenoir-Rhyne  University 
students  have  committed  to  giving 
300  hours  of  community  service 


each,  for  a  total  of  12,000  hours 
of  service.  In  return,  each  of  these 
students  will  receive  a  $1,000 
scholarship  through  the  NC-ACTS 
program,  which  is  a  part  of  N.C. 
Campus  Compact. 


T 


WO  earn  All -American  honors 


Two  Lenoir-Rhyne  student- 
athletes  received  Ail-American 
honors  during  the  fall  semester. 
Sophomore  Kate  Griewisch 
became  the  first  L-R  cross  country 
runner  to  earn  NCAA  Division  II 
All-American  honors.  Freshman 
Elizabeth  Hawes  was  named  to 
the  Daktronics  NCAA  Division  II 
women's  soccer  All-America  first 
team. 

Griewisch,  of  Banner  Elk, 
led  the  Bears  to  their  second 
consecutive  South  Athlantic 
Conference  title.  She  was  also 
named  the  U.S.  Track  and  Field 
and  Cross  Country  Coaches 
Association  NCAA  Division  II 
Southeast  Region  women's  athlete 
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of  the  year,  2009  SAC  runner  of 
the  year  and  2009  SAC  women's 
cross  country  scholar-athlete  of  the 
year. 

Hawes,  of  Valdese,  was 
the  SAC  player  of  the  year  and 
freshman  of  the  year,  leading 
the  conference  in  goals  (17)  and 
points  (41).  Her  efforts  helped  the 
Bears  to  their  second-best  record 
in  school  history  (14-7-2)  and  to 
the  finals  of  the  2009  Food  Lion 
SAC  Tournament.  Hawes  is  the 
first  L-R  All-American  in  women's 
soccer  since  1995,  and  she  is  the 
first  player  in  league  history  to  be 
named  freshman  of  the  year  and 
player  of  the  year. 


Kate  Griewisch         Elizabeth  Hawes 
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BEJ^-^TRAGKS 


^Fisiting  Chi 


nese 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  and  Catawba  Valley  Community  College 
collaborated  to  bring  an  instructor  for  Mandarin  Chinese  to  the  two 
institutions  for  the  2009-2010  academic  year. 

Cui  Ping,  who  has  taught  at  the  Nanjing  University  of  Finance  and 
Economics  and  at  the  high  school  affiliated  with  Nanjing  (Normal) 
University,  is  teaching  Mandarin  (the  predominant  Chinese  dialect).  She 
has  also  given  presentations  on  Chinese  culture  to  area  organizations. 


F 


our  named  to  Board  of  Visitors 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  has 
named  four  new  members  to 
its  Board  of  Visitors.  They  are 
Paula  Ritchie  Kadel  '68  of  Lower 
Gwynedd,  Penn.;  Grace  Michele 
Ridley  '01  of  Conover,  N.C.;  John 
Wentz  Sieverts  '67  of  Towson, 
Md.;  and  Tony  W.  Wolfe  '71  of 
Newton,  N.C. 

Kadel  is  manager  of  marketing 
communications  for  KenCrest 
Services  of  Plymouth  Meeting, 
Penn.  She  earned  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  English  from  L-R, 
received  a  master's  of  education 
in  guidance  and  personnel 
services  from  North  Carolina  State 
University,  and  a  master's  degree 
in  bilingual/bicultural  studies 
(Spanish)  from  LaSalle  University. 

She  is  a  member  of  Trinity 


Lutheran  Church  of  Lansdale, 
Penn.,  where  she  serves  on  the 
Endowment  Committee.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Association  of  Lutheran 
Development  Executives. 

Ridley  is  income  tax  manager 
for  Lowe's  Companies  Inc.  of 
Mooresville,  N.C,  a  position 
she  has  held  since  2006.  She 
holds  an  accounting  degree  from 
Lenoir-Rhyne  and  an  MBA  from 
Appalachian  State  University. 
She  previously  worked  as  a  tax 
analyst  for  Corning  Cable  Systems 
of  Hickory  and  Goodrich  Corp. 
in  Charlotte,  and  as  senior  tax 
analyst  for  Dixon  Hughes  PLLC  in 
Charlotte. 

Sieverts  is  director  of 
development  at  The  Boys'  Latin 


School  of  Maryland,  located 
in  Baltimore.  He  received  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  business 
and  business  education  from  L-R. 
He  previously  was  employed  at 
the  McDonogh  School  and  in  the 
financial  services  industry.  He  is  a 
past  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
Planned  Giving  Council  and  is  a 
member  of  the  McDonogh  Alumni 
Association. 

Wolfe  is  president  and  CEO  of 
Peoples  Bank.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Lenoir-Rhyne  and  also  studied 
at  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
School  of  Banking  and  the 
School  of  Banking  of  the  South  at 
Louisiana  State  University.  Before 
joining  Peoples  Bank  in  1990, 
he  was  employed  at  First  Union 
National  Bank  and  Northwestern 
Bank. 


Paula  Ritchie  Kadel  '68 


John  Wentz  Sieverts  '67 
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oland 


esterreich 
retires 


Roland  Oesterreich, 

longtime  postmaster  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne  and  former 
artistic  director  of  the 
Playmakers,  has  retired. 
Oesterreich  was  tech- 
nical director  of  the  L-R 
theater  group  for  several 
years  before  serving  as 
artistic  director  from 
1968  to  1970.  He  then 
left  the  college  for 
several  years  to  work  at 
a  local  business.  He  later  returned  to  campus  as 
postmaster,  a  position  he  held  until  this  fall.  He  often  acted 
in  L-R  Playmakers  productions.  This  photo  shows  him  in 
the  1999  Playmakers  production  of  the  ancient  Greek  play 
"Lysistrata." 


LRU  student  Chelsie  Propst  and  James  Maxson  perform 
a  scene  from  "Amahl  and  The  Night  Visitors, "  an  opera 
presented  by  the  LRU  Music  Program  at  area  churches  in 
January.  Judith  Burbank,  Artist-in-Residence  in  Applied  Voice, 
was  the  director. 


o 


ther  campus  accomplishments 


Dr.  Jonathan  Schweibert,  assistant  professor 
of  religion,  attended  a  session  at  the  Society  of 
Biblical  Literature  conference  in  November.  His  book. 
"Knowledge  and  the  Conning  Kingdonn:  The  Didache's 
Meal  Ritual  and  Its  Place  in  Early  Christianity,"  was 
reviewed  by  Joseph  Mueller  of  Marquette  University. 

Dr.  Michael  Funk  Deckard,  assistant  professor  of 

philosophy,  and  Dr.  Paul  Custer,  associate  professor 
of  history,  have  received  a  $5,000  grant  fronn  the 
Appalachian  College  Association  for  undergraduate 
research.  They  will  be  supervising  the  work  of 
philosophy  major  Robby  Duncan  and  history  major 
Marie  Smith.  The  research  topic  is  "Agency,  Community 
and  Narrative  in  the  19th  Century:  The  economics 
and  history  'from  below'  according  to  Maclntyre  and 
Thompson  with  application  to  the  World's  Fairs  in 
London  and  Chicago." 

Dr.  Michael  Dugan,  professor  of  business  and 
author  of  the  book  "The  Furniture  Wars:  How  America 
Lost  a  $50  Billion  Industry,"  was  on  a  panel  of  several 
experts  who  were  interviewed  by  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  television  network  about  the  local  economy. 

Dr.  Thierry  Zell,  assistant  professor  of 
mathematics,  presented  a  paper  at  the  50th  Annual 
Institute  of  Electrical  and  Electronics  Engineers 
Symposium  on  Foundations  of  Computer  Science. 
His  paper,  co-presented  with  Saugata  Basu  of  Purdue 
University,  was  on  "Polynomial  hierarchy,  Betti  numbers 
and  a  real  analogue  of  Toda's  Theorem." 

Several  persons  associated  with  Lenoir-Rhyne  were 
named  to  the  "Top  20  Under  40"  list  published  by  the 
Hickory  Daily  Record.  They  included  Emma  Sellers, 
director  of  residence  life  and  intercultural  services: 
Todd  Starkey,  head  women's  basketball  coach:  three 
LRU  alumni:  Carrie  Regan  '99,  Katie  Perry  '06  and 
Lisa  Miller  '97;  and  Jennifer  W.  Morris,  daughter 
of  Professor  Sarah  Wallace.  In  all,  six  L-R  affiliated 
persons  were  named  to  the  list  of  20  community 
leaders. 

Mia  Self,  assistant  professor  of  theatre,  received  a 
plaque  Sept.  15  from  the  Catawba  County  Champions 
of  Education  in  appreciation  for  her  work  with  the 
Champions  of  Education  2009  "Stars  on  Stage!"  —  a 
talent  show  for  public  high  school  students. 

Margaret  Allen,  assistant  director  of  marketing 
and  communications,  published  an  article  titled  "The 
Inspired  Art  of  Juanita  Leonard"  in  the  magazine  "The 
Folk  Art  Messenger." 

Dr.  Linda  Johanson.  associate  professor  in 
the  School  of  Nursing,  delivered  a  presentation  at 
the  Faculty  Development  Conference  for  Nurses 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  June  5.  The  subject  was. 
"How  educators  discourage  critical  thinking  in 
nursing:   reversing  the  trend." 

Robert  Winter,  professor  of  art,  has  authorized 
giclee  prints  of  some  of  his  oil  paintings.  These  limited 
edition  prints  are  being  offered  by  Tommy  Stine's 
Gallery  of  Hickory. 
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A  message  from  the  Alumni 
Association  Board  president 


Greetings,  Alumni,  and  Happy  2010! 

With  the  advent  of  every  new 
year,  I  get  excited  about  the 
possibility  for  positive  changes 
and  growth  in  the  coming  year. 
Lenoir-Rhyne  is  no  different  -  both 
the  university  and  our  alumni 
association  are  poised  for  positive 
changes  and  growth  in  2010.  It  is 
an  exciting  time  to  be  a  Bear! 

With  L-R's  change  to  university 
status,  our  alumni  association 
joined  other  campus  organizations 
in  efforts  to  update  our  governing 
documents  to  reflect  this  change. 
This  provided  the  association  with 
an  ideal  opportunity  to  review 
our  constitution  and  bylaws,  last 
amended  in  2000,  to  ensure 
continued  vitality  in  the  coming 
years. 

At  the  association's  annual 
meeting  on  May  1,  the  board 
will  present  for  your  approval 
several  proposed  revisions  to 
our  constitution  and  bylaws, 
summarized  below.  In  addition  to 
changing  references  from  "college" 
to  "university,"  the  board  will 
propose: 

•  Expanding  the  "Purpose"  section  of  the 
constitution  to  clarify  that  the  association 
exists  to  enhance  relationships  between 
the  university  and  alumni,  to  advise  the 
university  on  nnatters  relating  to  alumni, 
and  to  promote  the  university  (Article  II); 

•  Expanding  membership  in  the 
association  to  designate  as  members 

2  6 


those  upon  whom  the  university  has 
awarded  honorary  degrees  and  those 
elected  honorary  members  by  a  vote 
of  the  association's  board  of  directors, 
based  on  distinguished  service  to  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  (Article  III); 

•  Clarifying  that  no  current  member  of 
the  university's  faculty  or  staff  shall  be 
eligible  to  serve  on  the  association's 
board  of  directors  or  as  an  officer  thereof 
(Articles  IV,  VI); 

•  Consistent  with  longstanding  practice, 
shifting  the  responsibility  to  appoint 

a  national  chair  for  The  Fund  for 
Lenoir-Rhyne  from  the  president  of  the 
association,  instead  providing  that  the 
president  shall  provide  counsel  to  the 
fund  director  in  making  this  appointment 
(Article  IV); 

•  Clarifying  how  the  association's  finances 
and  budget  will  be  handled,  now  that  the 
association's  accounting  is  administered 
by  L-R  staff  and  outside  accountants 
rather  than  by  the  association  directly 
(Articles  IV,  VIII); 

•  Clarifying  the  role  of  the  alumni 
association  director  (Article  V); 

•  Clarifying  how  vacancies  on  the 
association's  board  and  among  the 
association's  officers  shall  be  filled 
(Articles  IV,  VI); 

•  Adding  a  section  addressing  removal  of 
association  board  members; 

•  Clarifying  long-standing  practice  that 
association  meetings  will  be  conducted 
in  accordance  with  Robert's  Rules  of 
Order;  and 

•  In  the  bylaws,  clarifying  that 
consideration  be  given  to  ensuring 
that  officers  and  members  of  the 
association's  board  of  directors  are 
representative  of  the  alumni  association 
as  a  whole,  as  far  as  class  year, 
geographic  distribution,  etc.  (Bylaw  6) 

Many  past  and  present  board 
members  spent  countless  hours 
reviewing,  researching,  drafting  and 
debating  these  proposed  revisions; 
space  limits  prevent  me  from 
listing  their  contributions  in  detail, 
but  a  special  thank  you  to  Jeff 
Jones  '83,  former  board  president 
and  chair  of  the  Constitution  and 
Bylaws  Committee,  who  returned  to 
chair  this  committee  even  after  his 
service  to  the  association  ended. 
Thank  you  also  to  Jim  Alexander 
'73  (former  board  president  2007- 
2008  and  immediate  past  board 


president  2008-2009),  IVIichael 
Ervin  '88  (committee  member),     - 
Dick  Huffman  '72  (former  board 
president  2008-2009  and 
immediate  past  board  president 
2009-2010),  Carrie  Regan  '99 
(board  president-elect),  Laurie 
Stevenson  Uriand  '90  (committee 
member),  Rosann  Freed  Whitten 
'62  (committee  member  and 
former  board  VP),  David  Yoder 
'02  (committee  member),  and, 
of  course,  Suzanne  Jackson  '02, 
director  of  alumni  relations.  In 
addition,  several  alumni  provided 
valuable  historical  perspective, 
constructive  feedback  and  support 
to  our  endeavors  —  a  big  thank 
you  to  Clarence  Pugh  '62  and 
Catherine  B.  '52  and  Jeff  '52 
Norris.  It  is  indeed  heartwarming 
to  know  our  association  has  strong 
leadership  dedicated  to  making 
Lenoir-Rhyne  the  best  it  can  be. 

How  can  YOU  be  more  involved 
in  making  our  alumni  association 
and  our  university  even  stronger 
and  more  vital?  Please  visit  the 
alumni  website  at  www.alumni. 
Ir.edu  to  review  a  complete  draft 
of  the  proposed  revisions  to  the 
constitution  and  bylaws.  Or,  you 
may  contact  Suzanne  Jackson, 
director  of  alumni  relations,  at 
828.328.7080  or  lru.director@ 
alumni.lr.edu,  and  she  will  mail, 
e-mail  or  fax  a  copy  to  you.  If  you 
have  questions,  comments,  or 
concerns,  please  share  them  with 
Suzanne  or  me.  Please  also  plan 
to  attend  the  association's  annual 
meeting  at  a  luncheon  on  May  1, 
during  Alumni  Weekend.  Suzanne 
and  the  board  have  been  hard  at 
work  planning  a  fabulous  Alumni 
Weekend  full  of  surprises  —  you 
won't  want  to  miss  it! 

Best  wishes  for  a  wonderful  2010, 
and  GO  BEARS! 

Julie  Davis  Pearce  '94 

Alumni  Association  Board  President 
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Thomas  Reese  ^48  dies 

He  founded  Reese  Institute  at  L-R 


Thomas  William  Reese  '48 

died  Nov.  26,  2009,  at  his  home 
in  Hickory.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  LRU  Board  of  Trustees  and 
donated  $3  million  to  the  university 
in  2004  to  establish  the  Thomas 
W.  Reese  Institute  for  Conservation 
of  Natural  Resources.  At  the  time, 
this  gift  represented  the  single 
largest  gift  to  an  academic  program 
in  L-R  history. 


He  also  endowed  the  Chair 
of  Business  in  L-R's  Charles  M. 
Snipes  School  of  Business  and 
donated  the  Recital  Hall  organ  in 
memory  of  his  mother. 

"Tom  Reese  was  a  lifelong 
friend  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  and  of 
this  community,"  said  Dr.  Wayne 
Powell,  university  president. 
"He  always  gave  wholeheartedly 
of  his  wisdom,  his  friendship, 
his  time,  and  his  resources. 
Through  the  Reese  Institute 
for  the  Conservation  of  Natural 
Resources,  he  showed  his 
commitment  to  providing  a  brighter 
future  for  the  next  generations.  He 
will  be  missed  by  us  all,  but  his 
legacy  will  live  on." 

Reese  was  born  Oct.  17,  1924, 
in  Hickory  to  the  late  William 
Marvin  and  IVIyrtle  Settlemyre 

Reese.  He  was  the  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Hickory  Printing  Group 
Inc.,  the  company  started  by  his 
parents  in  1917.  He  served  in  the 
U.S.  Army  during  World  War  II. 

He  was  a  member  of  St. 


Andrew's  Lutheran  Church  of 
Hickory.  Reese  received  the  L-R 
Distinguished  Alumnus  Award  in 
1992  and  the  Business  Council's 
Business  Leader  of  the  Year 
Award  in  1998.  He  was  named 
Outstanding  Philanthropist  by 
the  Northwest  Chapter  of  the 
N.C.  Association  of  Fundraising 
Professionals  in  2001. 

He  was  the  recipient  of  many 
national  awards  for  his  leadership 
in  the  fields  of  conservation 
and  printing.  Reese  also  loved 
golf  and  trains.  He  was  an  avid 
photographer  of  trains  in  his  early 
years,  and  these  photographs 
were  later  used  on  Hickory  Printing 
Group's  popular  calendars.  A 
trout  fly  fisherman,  Reese  was  a 
founding  father  of  Trout  Unlimited 
in  North  Carolina. 

Memorials  may  be  sent  to  the 
Thomas  W.  Reese  Institute  for 
Conservation  of  Natural  Resources 
in  care  of  Vickie  Eckard  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  University,  P.O.  Box  7336, 
Hickory,  N.C.  28603. 


IN  MEMORIAM; 

Odessa  Biles  Gray  '33 

of  Concord,  on  July  10 

Helen  Schell  Deal  '34 

of  Conover,  on  Nov.  20 

Vera  Shuford  '35 

of  Hickory,  on  Sept.  23 

Jessie  Wyant  Love  '36 

of  New  Bern,  on  Sept.  5 

Mary  Milholland  Dodge  '39 

ofAsheville,  on  July  12 

Arthur  Hunter  '39 

of  Charlotte,  on  Aug.  21 

Charles  Morrison  '39 

of  Haughton,  La.,  on  Dec.  8 

Ella  Kiser  McNeill  '40 

of  Wilmington,  on  July  19 
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Alice  Cress  Shue  '40 

of  Concord,  on  July  1 

Ralph  Davis  '42 

of  Morganton,  on  Sept.  20 

Janella  Bivins  Hollar  '42 

of  Lenoir,  on  Nov.  22 

Wesley  Rink  '43 

of  Temple  Terrace,  Fla.,  on  Sept.  4 

Dorothy  Abemethy  McFarland  '44 

of  Columbus,  in  November 

Edward  Entzi  '46 

ofDrexel.  on  Oct.  23 

Bobby  Turnmyre  '46 

of  Hickory  on  Sept.  20 

Margaret  Holland  Farrar  '47 

of  Greensboro,  on  July  4 

Ernest  Lineberger  '47 

of  Merced,  Calif,  on  Dec.  2 


Earl  Garrison  Long  '47 

of  Gastonia.  on  May  6,  2008 

Helen  Oliphant  '47 

of  Salisbury,  on  Nov  19 

Sidney  Bernhardt  '48 

of  Salisbury,  on  Aug.  24 

Ruth  Haltiwanger  Hair  '48 

of  West  Columbia,  S.C.  on  Sept.  5 

Thomas  Reese  '48 

of  Hickory  on  Nov.  26 

Paul  Bolick  '49 

of  Hickory  on  Sept.  8 

Vance  Clontz  '49 

of  High  Point,  on  Oct.  12 

John  Deveney  '50 

of  Charlotte,  on  Dec.  9 

Richard  Edgeworth  '50 

of  Rural  Hall,  on  June  20 


The  Hon.  William  Taylor  Grist  '50 

of  Charlotte,  on  Sept.  10 

George  Kahl  '50 

of  Brevard,  on  Aug.  11 

William  McFarland  '50 

of  Columbus,  on  Oct.  29 

Merle  Leatherman  Powell  '50 

of  Cherryville.  on  Oct.  10 

Miriam  Murray  Caldwell  '51 

of  Charlotte,  on  Nov  11 

Irene  Tucker  '51 

of  Connelly  Sphngs.  on  Nov.  6 

Ann  Carroll  Gold  '53 

of  Shelby  on  Dec.  3 

Martha  Barrs  Whisnant  '53 

of  Hickory  on  Dec.  14 

Keith  Drye  '54 

of  Newton,  on  July  30 
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Doris  Home  Gibson  '54 

of  Pleasant  Grove,  Ala.,  on  July  31 

Josepliine  Allred  Lowman  '54 

of  Hickory,  on  Sept.  7 

Don  Woolly  '55 

of  Columbia.  S.C,  on  Nov.  26 

Suzanne  Kramer  Jeffers  '56 

of  Hickory,  on  July  3 

Ralph  Maynard  '56 

of  Hickory  on  Dec.  13 

Robert  Ortmyer  '56 

of  Riverside,  Pa.,  on  Sept.  16 

Jettie  Marlowe  Bostain  '57 

of  Whitsett,  on  Oct.  24 

Doris  Abernethy  Calhoon  '57 

of  Greensboro,  on  Aug.  14 

H.  Conrad  Flowers  '57 

of  Hickory  on  Sept.  26 

Ruth  Wike  Rufty  '57 

of  Taylorsvllle,  on  July  12 

Gene  Frye  '58 

of  Charlotte,  on  Aug.  29 

Clyde  Martin  '58 

of  Connelly  Springs,  on  Dec.  6 

Leila  Hoffman  Price  '59 

of  LIncolnton,  on  Oct.  1 

Robert  Suddreth  '59 

of  Lenoir,  on  Aug.  2 

Richard  Tyndall  '59 

of  Mooresville,  on  Sept.  18 

Harriet  Hafer  Bean  '60 

of  Conover,  on  Nov.  21 

Thomas  Waters  '60 

of  Morganton,  on  Sept.  3 

John  Hewitt  '61 

of  Winston  Salem,  on  Sept.  5 

Ferman  Sherrill  '61 

of  Hickory  on  Sept.  18 

Robert  Short  '61 

of  Goldsboro,  on  Aug.  22 

Elaine  Sherrill  Trombetta  '63 

of  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  on  Aug.  13 

L.  Douglas  Stowe  '64 

of  Hampton,  Va.,  on  July  31 

Edward  Mertz,  Jr.  '66, 

of  Hopewell,  Va.,  on  July  1 
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Jeanne  Fritz  Benfield  '67 

of  Hickory  on  Aug.  8 

James  Hicks  '67 

of  Advance,  on  Sept.  8 

Kenneth  Herman  '68 

of  Conover,  on  Nov.  4 

Barry  Hastings  '69 

of  Naples,  Fla.,  on  Aug.  24 

Dennis  Hildebran  '71 

of  Hickory  on  Sept.  12 

Monica  Alvarado  '74 

of  Maple  Shade,  N.J.,  on  Sept.  30 

Martin  Burns  '74 

of  Valdese,  on  July  13 

Barry  Lekavich  '76 

of  Dallas,  Texas,  on  Oct.  7 

M.  Virginia  Mothershed  '76 

of  Charlotte,  on  Oct.  24 

Tamara  Egelsky  Geisler  '78 

of  Hickory  on  Nov.  5 

Hugh  Palmer  '88 

of  Atlantic  Beach,  Fla.,  on  July  20 

Deanna  Hartsoe  Guy  '92 

of  Fayettevllle.  on  Nov  19 


Jonathan  Hipp  '00 

of  Hickory  on  Dec.  12 

1959 

Anita  Flowers  Isenhour  and 

husband  Dean  celebrated 
their  50th  anniversary  on 
Sept.  19  with  a  party  given  by 
their  children  at  St.  Stephens 
Lutheran  Church  ELCA  in 
Hickory.  In  lieu  of  gifts,  guests 
were  asked  to  "pack-a-sack" 
for  the  Cooperative  Christian 
Ministry  of  Hickory.  Dean  is 
retired  and  Anita  works  part 
time  at  MDI  in  the  advertising 
department. 

1964 

The  Rev.  Frieda  "Fritz" 
Nordman  Porter  recently 
authored  her  first  book, 
"On  the  Brink  of  Rapture," 
released  on  Dec.  7.  She  is  the 
founder  and  chairman  of  the 
Atlanta  Prophecy  Conference 
and  the  president  and  CEO 
of  Lillie  Rose  Ministries 
International.  She  is  an 
author,  preacher,  speaker, 
lecturer,  and  teacher,  and 
she's  appeared  on  the 
international  TBN  Praise  the 


Lord  Program.  She  has  earned 
a  rating  of  "excellence"  by 
Who's  Who  in  Bible  Prophecy. 

1965 

Halkard  Mackey  retired  to 
Chico,  Calif.,  in  2008.  He  is 
currently  conducting  research 
on  indicator  plants  of  climate 
change  in  Northern  California. 

1971 

Becky  Sink  Schlein  was 

honored  by  Volunteer  Burke 
with  the  Governor's  Award 
for  Volunteer  Service  for 
her  ongoing  volunteer  work 
at  the  J.  Iverson  Riddle 
Developmental  Center.  Becky 
and  her  husband.  Chuck, 
are  both  retired  from  JIRDC 
and  participate  in  a  variety 
of  volunteer  activities  in 
Morganton,  N.C. 

1972 

Lois  McGarrigan  Edwards 

has  been  appointed  as  the 
Division  8  Chapter  Operations 
Director  for  the  national 
organization  of  Kappa  Delta 


Jerry  Fox  '59  shov\/s  his  support  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  through  this  painted  silo  near  Statesville. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  L-R  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  and  a  retired  dairy  farmer. 
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Sorority.  She  oversees  the 
operations  of  13  KD  chapters, 
including  those  at  UCI_A, 
University  of  Washington, 
Washington  State  University, 
Oregon,  IVIichigan  State,  Penn 
State,  Arizona  State,  Colorado 
State,  University  of  Maryland, 
Villanova  and  the  University 
of  New  Hampshire.  Lois  is 
a  kindergarten  teacher  in 
Franklin  County,  is  National 
Board  Certified  in  the  area 
of  Early  Childhood  Generalist 
and  recently  renewed  this 
certification. 

1975 

Karen  Heavner  Spake  retired 
Aug.  1  after  32  years  as  a 
North  Carolina  educator.  As  a 
teacher,  she  earned  multiple 
certifications.  She  was  one  of 
the  first  100  literacy  coaches 
in  the  state  and  one  of  the 
first  50  licensed  in  literacy 
coaching. 

1976 

Dennis  Clark  and  his  wife,  Gail, 
teach  at  a  Christian  School 
in  Georgia.  October  marked 
the  27th  year  for  their  jump 
rope  ministry,  the  Jumping  for 
Jesus  International  Club.  They 


recently  sent  24  jump  ropes  to 
coach  John  Lentz  for  the  LRU 
basketball  team  workouts. 

1978 

Miriam  Sigmon  Hunt  was 

named  a  2008  South 
Carolina  state  finalist  for 
the  Presidential  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Mathematics 
Teaching,  the  highest 
recognition  that  a  K-12  math 
teacher  may  receive  for 
outstanding  teaching  in  the 
United  States.  Miriam  is  a 
math  specialist  for  Orchard 
Park  Elementary  School 
in  Fort  Mill,  S.C,  working 
with  teachers  and  students 
in  grades  K-5.  She  was 
honored  by  her  state  peers 
and  recognized  by  the  South 
Carolina  State  Board  of 
Education  in  June. 

1979 

Dr.  Miriam  Renee  Adderholdt 

has  been  teaching  part  time 
at  Randolph  Community 
College  in  Asheboro,  N.C. 
Her  classes  include  one  in 
early  childhood  education 
and  the  other  in  children's 
literature.  She  is  the  author  of 
"Perfectionism:  What's  Bad 


About  Being  Too  Good?" 

1981 

C.  Barry  Waddell  was  named 
Professional  of  the  Year  for 
2008  at  the  S.C.  Vocational 
Rehabilitation  Association's 
annual  conference  in  March. 
He  is  the  area  supervisor 
in  the  agency's  Clinton, 
S.C,  office,  supervising  V.R. 
operations  in  Laurens  and 
Newberry  Counties,  and  has 
been  with  the  agency  25 
years.  Barry  holds  a  master's 
in  rehabilitation  counseling 
from  the  University  of 
Arkansas  at  Little  Rock, 

1983 

Marcia  Kosko  Gillispie  and 

husband  Greg,  along  with 
sons  Zach  and  Ben,  have 
relocated  to  Richmond  Hill, 
Ga.,  just  outside  Savannah. 
Greg  was  called  as  pastor  of 
Richmond  Hill  Presbyterian 
Church  and  Marcia  has  been 
appointed  to  be  director  of 
Richmond  Hill  Senior  Center. 
She  maintains  certification 
as  an  RN  and  is  a  licensed 
clinical  social  worker. 

Jeff  Jones  was  again  named 


one  of  the  top  100  lav/yers  in 
West  Virginia  by  the  American 
Trial  Lawyers  Association. 

1988 

Michael  Todd  Felts  was 

recently  appointed  as  the 
director  of  graduate  studies 
in  interactive  environmental 
journalism  at  the  Reynolds 
School  of  Journalism, 
University  of  Nevada,  Reno. 

1989 

Baby  Bears 

To  Jeff  and  Kelly  Midgett 

Hayes  a  son,  Mason  Kelly 
Hayes,  on  Aug.  17.  He  Joins 
big  sister,  Claire,  age  3. 
Kelly  is  currently  controller  of 
Foard  Construction  Company 
in  Charlotte,  N.C.  The  family 
resides  in  Dallas,  N.C. 

1990 

Renee  Watson  Dusenbury 

was  named  Support  Staff 
Employee  of  the  Year  for 
2008-09.  She  is  a  reference 
and  audiovisual  libranan  for 
Central  Carolina  Community 
College  and  was  selected  by 
the  college  staff  for  excellence 


n 


Anna  and  John  Harris,  children 
of  Gina  '88  and  Jeff '86  Harris, 

enjoy  the  kids'  activities  during 
Homecoming   og. 


You  may  submit  class  notes  online  at: 
www.alumni.lr.edu  or  by  mail  to: 

Office  of  Alumni  &  Parent  Relations 

P.  0.  Box  7228 

Hickory,  NC  28603 

by  FAX  to:  828-328-7358 

or  email  lr.alumni@lr.edu 
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Dr.   Carl  M.  Fisher  '55  honored 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Carl  M.  Fisher  '55 

recently  returned  to  Malaysia, 
where  he  was  honored  as  the  first 
bishop  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
Malaysia  and  Singapore  (LCMS). 

Fisher  served  as  a  missionary 
and  bishop  in  that  country  for  15 
years,  from  1962  to  1977.  The 
ceremony  recognized  56  years 
of  Lutheran  work  in  Malaysia  and 
honored  all  the  former  bishops.  He 
was  accompanied  on  the  trip  by  his 
wife,  Miriam,  and  son.  Dr.  Jeremy 
Fisher  '88. 

Carl  Fisher  delivered  the 
sermon  at  the  opening  ceremony 
at  the  39th  Biennial  Convention  of 
the  LCMS.  He  participated  in  five 
days  of  festivities,  helped  dedicate 
a  new  seven-story  Lutheran  office 
complex,  and  ordained  11  new 
pastors. 

Carl  Fisher  graduated  in 
1958  from  Lutheran  Southern 
Theological  Seminary.  In  1967, 
he  received  his  master  of  sacred 
theology  degree  from  the  Lutheran 
School  of  Theology  at  Chicago. 


While  in  Malaysia,  Carl  Fisher 
also  served  as  Asia  and  Africa 
consultant  for  the  Lutheran  World 
Federation  on  stewardship  issues. 
He  later  served  as  senior  pastor 
at  Ascension  Lutheran  Church  in 
Savannah,  Ga.  In  1981  he  became 
director  of  mission,  service  and 
development  of  Lutheran  World 
Ministries  for  five  years.  He  then 
returned  to  his  home  state  of 
North  Carolina,  where  he  was 
the  mission  developer  of  Cross 
and  Crown  Lutheran  Church  in 
Matthews. 

Fisher  received  the  honorary 
doctor  of  divinity  degree  from 
Lenoir-Rhyne  in  1973  and  the 
university's  Clarence  Pugh 
Distinguished  Alumnus  Award  in 
2005.  In  1997,  he  received  the 
Benjamin  J.  Bedenbaugh  Award  for 
Distinguished  Pastoral  Leadership 
from  Lutheran  Southern  Theological 
Seminary.  In  2001,  he  received 
the  title  bishop  emeritus  from  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Malaysia  and 
Singapore.  He  is  also  an  honorary 
mayor  of  Cusco,  Peru. 


in  overseeing  the  library 
and  audiovisual  equipment 
needs  for  the  libraries  and 
classrooms  at  the  college's 
three  campuses  in  Chatham, 
Harnett  and  Lee  Counties. 
Renee  has  been  with  the 
college  library  since  2000 
and  has  a  master's  in  library 
science  from  UNC-Greensboro. 
She  and  her  husband,  David, 
live  in  Sanford,  N.C. 

1991 

Baby  Bears 

To  Lee  Dellinger  and  Lesley 
Costner  Dellinger  '92  twin 
sons,  Reid  and  Rush  Dellinger, 
on  Oct.  21,  2008.  The  family 
lives  in  Huntersville,  N.C. 

To  Shawn  and  Heavenly 
Williams  Littleton  a  girl,  Opal 
Jewelyn,  in  honor  of  Opal 
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Moretz  '65,  on  Sept.  9.  The 
family  resides  in  Dahlonega, 
Ga. 

1992 

Matthew  Schilling  is 

currently  serving  as  full- 
time  Bible  teacher  and 
chapel  coordinator  at 
Presbyterian  Christian 
School  in  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 
For  nine  and  a  half  years 
he  was  pastor  of  Grenada 
Presbyterian  Church  (PCA)  in 
Grenada,  Miss.  He,  his  wife 
Katrina,  and  their  two  children, 
Katie  (10)  and  Martin  (7)  live 
in  Hattiesburg. 

1993 

Lisa  Mitchell  is  now  an 

assistant  professor  at  the 


University  of  North  Carolina 
at  Pembroke  in  the  School 
of  Education.  She  works  in 
the  professional  education 
programs  department  in 
elementary  education.  She  is 
happy  being  back  on  a  small, 
close-knit  campus  and  is  still 
settling  in  after  moving  to  the 
Sandhills  of  North  Carolina. 

Craig  Ratchford  has  accepted 
the  position  of  vice  president 
of  sales  and  marketing  at 
New  Home  Building  Supply 
in  Greensboro,  N.C,  working 
for  Duane  Dassow  '75.  He 
and  his  wife,  Joanie  Grambow 
Ratchford,  and  their  three 
children,  Jason  (10),  Hollie 
(8)  and  Lillie  (4)  live  in 
Greensboro. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Sarah  and  Steve  Roof  a 


daughter,  Hannah  Madeline, 
on  June  16.  Steve  is  a  teacher 
and  baseball  coach.  The 
family  lives  in  Richmond,  Ky. 

1995 

Baby  Bears 

To  Andrew  and  Suzanne 
Baggatta  Killian,  a  boy,  Collin 
McCoy  Killian,  on  Aug.  7. 
The  family  recently  relocated 
to  the  Asheville  area,  where 
Suzanne  is  the  automated 
data  processing  coordinator 
of  nursing  services  for  the 
Charles  George  VA  Medical 
Center. 

1997 

Baby  Bears 
To  Marty  and  Kristen  Williams 
Spring    3010 


Holbrook  '03  twins,  Jake  and 
Maggie,  on  Marcli  23,  2009. 
IViarty  teaches  at  Lincolnton 
Higli  School  and  Kris  teaches 
third  grade  at  Oakwood 
elementary  in  Hickory. 

1999 

Freddy  Robinson  continues  to 
write  movie  scripts  and  has 
received  the  Multi-Cultural  & 
Excellence  in  Screenwriting 
Award  for  an  animated 
feature,  "Tucked  in  the  Cut." 
He  also  was  a  winner  at  the 
"Cinema  City  International 
Film  Festival,"  and  was  a  top 
10  finalist  in  the  Roy  W.  Dean 
LA  Film  Grants  Contest  and 
The  American  Gem  Literary  & 
Short  Script  Contest. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Amanda  McNeel  Watson 
and  Brad  Watson  a  son,  Tate 
Henley  Watson,  on  July  1.  He 
joins  his  big  sister,  Lettie  Jo, 
age  4.  The  Watsons  reside  in 
Waynesville,  N.C. 

2000 

Married 

Jessica  Brustad  and  Gordon 
Wilson  on  May  23.  Jessica 
is  a  second  grade  teacher 
and  Gordon  is  a  chemical 
engineer.  They  live  in 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

2001 

Baby  Bears 

To  Samuel  and  Jennifer 
McCollum  Luster  a  daughter, 
Kendall  Elizabeth,  on  Feb.  23, 
2009.  She  joins  big  sister, 
Kaitlyn,  age  3.  The  family  lives 
in  State  Road,  N.C. 

Marcia  Hefner  Schllewenz 

and  husband,  Guy,  welcomed 
Aldin  Michael  Schliewenz  on 
Aug.  22.  The  family  resides  in 
Taylorsville,  N.C. 


2002 

Baby  Bears 

To  Adam  Coffey  and  Nicole 
Nain  Coffey  '05  a  son,  Caleb 
John,  on  July  27.  The  family 
lives  in  Conover,  N.C. 

To  William  and  Kristie 
Kempston  Parker  a  son,  Jace 
William  Parker,  on  July  13. 
The  family  resides  in  Winston- 
Salem  where  Kristie  is  a 
physical  therapist. 

To  Steve  and  Deanna  Deal  a 

son.  Cooper  Steven  Deal,  on 
Oct.  3,  2008.  He  joins  big 
sister,  Logan  Noel,  age  3.  The 
Deals  live  in  Taylorsville. 


2006 

Married 

Monica  Leigh  Heitman  and 
Ryan  Parsons  '07  on  June  20. 
Both  Ryan  and  Monica  work 
for  Davidson  County  Schools 
and  live  in  Lexington,  N.C. 

2007 

Married 

John  "Matthew"  Sigmon 

and  Kelsey  Nixon  on  May 
2.  Matthew  is  an  account 
representative  with  Tru-Green 
and  Kelsey  is  a  physical 
therapist.  They  live  in  New 
Albany,  Ohio. 

2008 

Emily  Strobino  presented 
her  thesis  last  June  and 
completed  her  advanced 
master's  degree  in  athletic 
training  at  the  University  of 
Virginia  in  August.  She  is 
currently  employed  by  the 
Virginia  Beach  City  Public 
Schools  as  an  assistant 
athletic  trainer  at  First  Colonial 
High  School  and  also  works  at 
Atlantic  Physical  Therapy. 


DID  YOU 


KNO  W? 


•  Lenoir-Rhyne  University  will  be  featured  on  the 
cover  of  the  2010  Embarq  phone  book  for  the 
Greater  Hickory/Unifour  area. 

•  CNN  anchor  and  special  correspondent 
Soledad  O'Brien  interviewed  Visiting  Writer 
Mitchell  Gold  on  the  LRU  campus  in  January. 

•  Three  LRU  music  groups  performed  at 
the  National  Cathedral  on  Oct.  25  during  a 
Reformation  Day  service.  These  groups 

are  the  A  Cappella  Choir  and  College  Singers, 
directed  by  Dr.  Paul  Weber,  and  University 
Brass  Ensemble,  directed  by 
Dr.  Christopher  Nigrelli. 

•  LRU  received  the  2009  City  of  Hickory 
Beautification  Award  for  improvements  to 
the  entrance  of  the  Moretz  Sports  —  Athletic 
Complex. 

•  D.G.  Martin,  host  of  the  UNC-TV  public 
television  program  "North  Carolina 
Bookwatch,"  interviewed  LRU  Visiting  Writer 
Marisha  PessI  on  campus.  This  was  the  first 
time  the  program  has  been  shot  outside  of  its 
studios  in  Research  Triangle  Park, 

•  This  year,  L-R  welcomed  its  largest  group  of 
incoming  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  students 

(14). 

•  Members  of  the  Graphic  Reproduction 

Techniques  class  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  University  will 
exhibit  their  work  at  the  Hickory  Museum  of  Art 
March  1-  April  10. 


About  Class  Notes 

Class  Notes  provides  an  opportunity  for  alumni  to  keep  the  university  community  informed  about  important  events  In 
their  lives.  Because  space  is  always  at  a  premium,  we  unfortunately  cannot  guarantee  that  your  item  will  appear,  or  that 
it  will  appear  as  written.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  your  news  for  reasons  of  space  or  appropriateness,  if  your  item 
does  not  appear  within  two  issues  after  you  submit  it,  please  contact  Suzanne  Jackson  at  lr.alumni@lr.edu  or  828-328- 
7080  to  make  sure  it  has  been  received. 
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Lenoir-Rhyne's  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  inducted  the  following  members  in  2009:  Toni 
Steed-Smith  '90;  Emit  W.  Parker  '62  (posthumously);  Tony  McClamrock  '62;  and 
Ted  W.  Goins  '53.  From  left  to  right  are  Dr.  Wayne  Powell,  L-R  president;  Steed- 
Smith;  lotlia  Parker,  who  accepted  the  award  on  behalf  of  her  late  husband;  Hall  of 
Fame  member  Benny  Kennerly  '63;  McClamrock;  Goins;  and  Marcus  Midgett  '62, 
chair  of  the  Hall  of  Fame  Committee. 
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The  Class  of  1969  enjoys  getting  together 
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The  Class:Of  1984^had  a  good'time  at  their  reunion. 


Spring    2010 


Homecoming  King  Ty  Dannenbring,  representing 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes,  and 
Homecoming  Queen  Kyra  Varney,  representing  C 
Kappa  Delta,  ride  in  the  Homecoming  Parade.    iL 


/ 


a 


The  Delta  Zeta  float  won  the  float  contest  with 
an  Aladdin  theme.  Here  the  evil  wizard  Jafar 
.  talks  with  his  pet  bird,  lago. 
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Boyce  Whitener  '57  rides  in  the  parade  wiifi^hii^rarijson  ISutter  Arey. 


FEBRUARY 

25  Visiting  Writer  in  Residence  Abigail  DeWitt 

7  p.m.,  Belk  Centrum 

25-28    "I  Do!  I  Do!  A  Musical  About  Marriage," 
presented  by  The  LRU  Playmakers 
7:30  p.m.,  Feb.  25-27,  2:30  p.m.  Feb.  28  $ 
P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

MARCH 

I-AFRiLio  Exhibit  by  the  LRU  Graphic  Reproduction 
Techniques  class 
Hickory  IVIuseum  of  Art,  Windows  Gallery 

7  Singing  the  Music  of  the  lona  Community 

John  Bell,  leader 

9:45  a.m.,  Northminster  Presbyterian  Church,  Hickory 

11  The  Cleveland  Duo  and  James  Umble 
Friends  of  Music  Concert  Series 
7:30  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

12  "I  Take  My  Life  in  My  Hand:  A  Tale  of  Two 
Cherokees  and  the  Trail  of  Tears" 

Dr.  Amy  Sturgis 

presented  by  Friends  of  the  Rudisill  Library 

8:00  p.m.,  Belk  Centrum 

21  A  Cappella  Choir  home  concert 

7:30  p.m.,  St.  Andrew's  Lutheran  Church,  Hickory 

27  Faculty/Student  Recital 

7:30  p.m.,  Mauney  Music  Building  Choral  Room 

APRIL 

12  Hein-Frye  Lecture,  Dr.  David  Rhodes,  New  Testament 

professor  at  the  Lutheran  School  of  Theology  at  Chicago 
9:20  a.m.,  Belk  Centrum 

16  Julia  Alvarez  (The  BIG  Read/The  Little  Read  author) 
7  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditohum 

17  Special  Children's  Program 
Julia  Alvarez 

1  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

17  A  Cappella  Choir  performs  the  Mozart  Requiem 

7:30  p.m.,  Viewmont  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 

18  A  Cappella  Choir  performs  the  Mozart  Requiem 
4:00  p.m.,  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral,  Charlotte 

20  Second  Annual  Symposium  on  University  Research 

and  Creative  Expression 
afternoon,  various  campus  locations 

21-25    "Antigone:  Child  of  Cadmos" 

presented  by  The  LRU  Playmakers 

7:30  p.m.,  April  21-24;  2:30  p.m.  April  25,  Belk  Centrum  $ 


Honor  Roll  of  Donors  now  online 

The  Honor  Roll  of  Donors  is  now  available  online. 
You  may  access  it  by  going  to  http://giving.lr.edu.  If 
you  would  prefer  to  have  a  copy  mailed  to  you,  call 
828-328-7171  and  let  us  know.  Thanl<  you  for  your 
continued  support  of  Lenoir-Rhyne! 


23 

30 

MAY 

I 
13 

14 
14 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  Concert  Band 
Daniel  W.  Kiser,  conductor 
8  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

Lenoir-Rhyne  Youth  Chorus 

4  p.m..  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 


Alumni  Weekend  $ 


Alumni  Weekend  $ 


Graduate  Hooding  and  Commencement  Ceremony 

7  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditohum 

Baccalaureate  service, 

2  p.m..  P.E.  Monroe  Auditohum 

Undergraduate  Commencement  Ceremony, 

8  p.m.,  Moretz  Football  Stadium. 

Inclement  weather  location:  P.E.  Monroe  Auditohum 
with  remote  broadcast  to  other  campus  locations 


SEPTEMBER 

lO-II     Family  Weekend  2010  $ 

OCTOBER 

8-9  Homecoming  2010  $ 


$  indicates  there  is  a  charge  for  this  event.  All  other  events 
are  free.  All  events  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  For 
the  latest  information,  go  to  vm/w.lredu  and  click  on  "News 
and  Events "  and  then  "Events  Calendar. " 
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Lincoln  Westmoreland, 

3-year-old  son  of 
Stephen  '05  and 
Lauren  Westmoreland 

and  grandson  of  Mike 
Westmoreland  '77, 

practices  his  football 
skills  before  the 
Homecoming  2009 
game. 
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"I   AM  SO  THANKFUL  WHEN   DONORS   GIVE  TO   L-R,    BECAUSE  WITHOUT  THEIR 
GENEROUS  CONTRIBUTIONS   I   WOULD   NOT   HAVE   BEEN   ABLE  TO   RECEIVE  SUCH 
A   FINE   LIBERAL  ARTS   EDUCATION.   AfTER   I   GRADUATED   I   WANTED   TO   GIVE  TO 
L-R  SO  FUTURE  STUDENTS  CAN   BENEFIT  JUST  LIKE   I   DID." 


Natasha  Fox  '09 


**S 


For  generations  Lenoir-Rhyne  students  and  faculty  have  received  support  from 
generous  benefactors,  enabling  countless  new  opportunities.  Record  numbers  of 
students  are  seeking  admission  to  LR,  and  we  need  to  continue  to  make  every 
effort  possible  to  help  them  realize  their  dreams. 

At  Lenoir-Rhyne  you  were  given  the  opportunity  to  grow  both  inside  and  outside  of 
the  classroom.  The  same  is  true  today.  Help  make  the  difference  by  investing  in 
students'  opportunities  for  growth  and  success. 

Your  life  today  was  influenced  by  your  years  at  Lenoir-Rhyne,  and  we  hope  you  will 
make  a  gift  to  assist  current  Bears  in  experiencing  those  same  opportunities. 

Simply  go  to  www.lr.edu  and  click  on  "Giving  to  LR. "  For  more  information,  contact 
Krystal  Phillips,  director  of  annual  giving,  at  828-328-7167  or  phillipsks@lr.edu. 
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